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Book of Ruth

A Love Story of Redemption in a Day of Apostasy
Introduction

A. The Book of Ruth takes its name from its chief character: Ruth.
B. Ruth is one of only two books in the Bible that bear the name of a woman. The other is Esther.

Weriter of Ruth

The writer of the book of Ruth is unknown. Samuel has been suggested. If so, it could have been an
affirmation of David's rights to the throne of Israel. It is not absolutely necessary to know who wrote it and it
should not detract from the tender story that is told.

Location of Ruth in the History of Israel
(See History of Israel (Old and New Testament) Handout

Ruth was written during the period of the Judges. In fact, this was the only bright spot of that period.
There were several things that characterized this period.

A. There was a lack of responsibility and no respect for God. Judges 21:25

B. There was limited prophetic influence. I Sam. 3:1

C. The Levitical priesthood was corrupt. I Sam. 2:12, 17

D. The people desired a king. Why? They did not want God ruling them. They had a theocracy (God
ruling them) but they wanted a monarchy. (A king ruling them).

E. Samuel anointed the first King: Saul. He ruled for 40 years.

F. Samuel anointed the second King: David. He ruled for 40 years.

G. The third king was Solomon from the dynasty of David. He ruled for 40 years.

Date of Ruth

A. It is believed that it was written during the time of David, around 1000 B.C.

B. We know the period of the Judges was in progress. Ruth 1:1 This period goes from 1380 B.C. to
1015 B.C., through the life of Samuel. Technically, Samuel was the last judge.

C. Events of Ruth took place during this period, probably during the latter half. Ruth may have been a
contemporary of Gideon.

D. The genealogy in Ruth terminated with David. Ruth 4:17-22

E. If Ruth was written after David's death, Solomon would probably have been mentioned.

F. This was also supported by the writing style, vocabulary and the explanation of the local customs.
Ruth 4:7

Background of Ruth

A. Tt appears in the Hebrew text in the third part of the canon, "The Writings." You have the Law, the
History and the Writings.

B. Ruth was removed from this position by the Greek translators of the OT (Septuagint) and placed
after Judges as it deals with this period.

C. This position was adopted by the translators of the Latin Vulgate and since then it has been there in
all modern Bibles.



Importance of Ruth

A. Ruth contrasts with the period of the Judges:

Ruth Judges

Fidelity, purity Immorality

Followed the true God Idolatry

Love Lust

Kindness Cruelty

Obedient Faith Leads to Blessing ~ Disobedience Leads to
Sorrow

Spiritual Light Spiritual Darkness

People lived in faith in God's Life was very permissive

Sovereign control Judges 21:25

B. Without the Book of Ruth we would have a difficult time connecting the house of David with the
tribe of Judah.

C. Typology: Boaz in chapter 2 is a type of Christ as the Kinsman-Redeemer. A type is an illustration
based on an OT character, event or institution which, while having a place and purpose in biblical history also
by divine design foreshadows something yet future.

Theme of Ruth: Redemption

Various forms of the word "redeem" are used 20 times in Ruth. "Redeem" means to buy out of the
marketplace of sin.

A. Ruth is a clear illustration of redemption in the OT.

B. Redemption was possible to Ruth only through a Kinsman-Redeemer. This is true in our situation
as well. God could not redeem us apart from a Mediator.

Since only God could redeem, it was necessary for Him to become that person through Jesus Christ.
Gal. 3:13; 4:4-5; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:12; I Peter 1:18

The hymn writer said it well:

Free from the Law, O Happy Condition,
Jesus has died and there is remission,
Cursed by the Law and bruised by the Fall,
Christ has redeemed us, once for all.

C. Boaz furnishes the only figure for the Kinsman-Redeemer aspect of redemption in the Bible.
D. Ruth shows the believing remnant was alive and well in this period of apostasy and sin. It deals
with common, ordinary people in that day who trusted in Jehovah and followed Him explicitly.

Observations about Ruth

A. Ruth was one of 5 women mentioned in the Matthew 1 genealogy.
1:3 - Tamar

1:5 - Rahab

1:5 - Ruth

1:6 - Bathsheba

1:16 - Mary

B. Three of these five were Gentiles.

Tamar - Genesis 38



Rahab - Joshua 2

Ruth

C. Three of these five had bad records.
Tamar - A seductress.

Rahab - A harlot.

Bathsheba - An adulteress. II Samuel 11
D. Contrasts between Ruth and Esther:

Ruth Esther

A Gentile Woman A Jewish Woman

Lived Among the Jews Lived Among the Gentiles
Married a Jewish man in the Married a Gentile man who
royal line of David ruled an empire.

A story of faith and blessing A story of faith and blessing

Contribution of Ruth to the Bible

A. Literary. Simple yet profound. One of literature's best examples of family love, piety and
godliness.

B. Historical. Ruth is a bridge between Judges and the Monarchy. It illustrates faithfulness amid
infidelity.

C. Doctrinal. Ruth teaches that the Gentiles are not outside the scope of redemption. Cf. Rahab, etc.

D. Moral. Ruth communicates the high ideals of integrity in relationships and marriage.

Use of Ruth Today

A. It is read annually by orthodox Jews on the Feast of Pentecost. Pentecost commemorates the
giving of the Law at Sinai and occurs at the beginning of the offering called the Firstfruits of the Harvest. Ex.
23:16

B. Ruth's engagement to Boaz took place during this festive harvest season when barley was being
harvested. Ruth 1:22; 3:2

Applications

A. The Sovereignty of God. God worked through ordinary people to accomplish His will. We see
this by His preserving the line through which the Messiah would come.

B. Ruth is a tender love story in which we see God's love for us. These were ordinary, average people
and the book shows how God worked through them to accomplish His will. We have the assurance that He
will do the same for us.

C. We are all important in His sight. We are all sinners and yet He can use us if we live in obedience
to Him. In Ruth we are going to see how God guided her and He will do the same for us.

Part One: Ruth's Love is Demonstrated 1:1-2:23
I. Ruth's Decision to Remain with Naomi 1:1-18
A. Ruth's need to Remain with Naomi 1:1-5
1: Vs.1-
Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And
a certain man of Bethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two
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sons - KAI &yéveto év 1@ Kpivewy 100G KPLTaS Kol £yEveTo AMpoOg €v Th| Yi® Kal émopevdn avip amo
Ba@)réep i Tovda 100 mapowkijeat &v ayp®d Mmdf, avTog Kai 1] yovi] 00Tod Kai ot viol avTod -

Now it came to pass - In Greek this is the very common, kat gyeveto, which means it came to be or
it happened. Cf. Joshua 1:1; Judges 1:1

In the days when the Judges ruled - As we saw in the introduction, this probably occurred during the
administration of the judge Gideon. This was a time of spiritual apostasy, with the people turning from the
Lord. It was one of the darkest, if not the darkest days in the history of Israel.

The story of the Book of Ruth could have taken place in one of the periods when the land enjoyed
peace when God supplied a judge to deliver the Israelites.

Even in this dark time, the light of the Book of Ruth shines all the brighter against this backdrop.

That there was a famine in the land - This famine was in the whole land, not just in Judah. This
famine was probably God's acting in judgment on His sinning people. Many years later in Elijah's day God
sent another famine on Israel for worshipping Baal. I Kings 16:30-31; 17:1

God's control of the crops had a lot to do with the events of the Book of Ruth. Worship of the
Canaanite God Baal was common among the Israelites. Judges 2:11-12

Baal was believed to be the owner of the land and to control its fertility. Baal's female counterpart was
Ashtoreth. Sexual intercourse between these two gods was believed to regulate fertility of the earth.

God had commanded the Israelites under Joshua to get rid of the Canaanites and their idols. Deut.
7:16 When they failed to do so, Josh. 16:10, this left them open to the temptation to look to the idols rather
than to God to bless them agriculturally.

Also, the cultic prostitution and sexual practices used in the worship of Baal also enticed the Israelites.
Gideon's father had built an altar to Baal, but Gideon had destroyed it. The Book of Ruth shows us the
wisdom of trusting in Jehovah and His providence rather than in Canaanite gods.

Famine - This word is used over 100 times in the OT, usually of human hunger. It is very common in
Scripture. One occurred in the days of Abraham, Gen. 12:10, in the time of Isaac, Gen. 26:1, and during
Joseph's time. Gen. 41:53-54 It occurred many other times as well.

Famine can also mean more than a lack of physical food. Amos 8:11-12

And a certain man of Bethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in the country of Moab -

And a certain man - We are not told his name until verse 2.

Of Bethlehem - The name "Bethlehem" means "House of Bread." This is interesting because they
were in a famine.

Judah - This was the area of the country that was allotted to the tribe of Judah. Judah means "praise."
This is to distinguish it from a village of Zebulun. Joshua 19:15-16

Bethlehem was about 5 miles south of Jerusalem. Obed, the son of Ruth and Boaz was born in
Bethlehem. Ruth 4:18-21 David was also born in Bethlehem. I Sam. 17:58

Of course, David's greater son, Jesus, was also born in Bethlehem. LK. 2:4-7

Probably Jesus would never have been born in Bethlehem, humanly speaking, if the events in Ruth
hadn't taken place in Bethlehem. So, when you sing, O Little Town of Bethlehem this Christmas, think of the
events of Ruth that made it all possible.

Went to dwell in the country of Moab - "Dwell" means to live temporarily. This man and his family
only intended to live temporarily in Moab until the famine was over and then return to Bethlehem.

Moab - Moab is 50 miles east on the east side of the Dead Sea. It doesn't say why they chose Moab
but obviously it was because there was food.

Country of Moab - This means the fields of Moab. This is just south of the Arnon River. Who were
the people of Moab? Where did they come from? Gen. 19:30-38 So the Moabites came from the sexual
union of their father, Lot, and his eldest daughter. This took place at Zoar, south of the Dead Sea.

As it turned out, the blessing of God came from Bethlehem, not from Moab, as we will see.

The inhabitants of Moab were excluded from the congregation of the Lord. Deut. 23:3-6
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When the Children of Israel were approaching Canaan, as they came from the Exodus in Egypt, they
asked permission of the Moabites to let them pass through their land and they were not permitted to do this
and had to go around.

It was Balak the King of Moab who, along with the Midianites, hired Balaam to curse Israel, who
blessed them four times instead.

The Moabite girls thought, "If you can't beat 'em, join 'em." So they seduced the Israelite men in
Numbers 25 and God sent a plague that destroyed 24,000 men.

It was on Mt. Pisgah in Moab that Moses viewed the Promised Land and then died and was buried in
Moab.

The Moabites were one people who oppressed Israel for 18 years in the period of the Judges until Ehud
the Judge delivered Israel.

David, when he was fleeing Saul took his mother and father to the King of Moab for protection. I
Sam. 22:3-4 Relations must have been relatively friendly judging by David taking his mother and father there
and also here in Ruth where this family immigrated there to live.

Sanballat in Nehemiah's time oppressed the Jews in the building of the wall, was a Moabite.

Machaerus, the place where John the Baptist was imprisoned and lost his life was in Moab.

Their language was close to Hebrew with a few minor differences. They were worshippers of
Chemosh, a deity whose worship was similar to that of Baal. This worship was one where children were
offered in the fire, which was destroyed by Josiah, King of Judah, three centuries later. II Kings 23:13-14

The Moabites were denounced by the prophets. Jer. 7:30-34

He and his wife and his two sons - So there were four of them that went to Moab. It is interesting
that Ps. 108:9 says: "Moab is My washpot." Jehovah says: "Moab is the place where I do My dirty dishes."
Here this family left the house of bread and praise and went to live where God does His dirty dishes. Many
times we do the same thing. Instead of enjoying God's best (the house of bread and praise), we go off to the
pleasures of the world thinking that they can satisfy. We have to be in the place of blessing for God to bless.
I John 2:15-16

1: Vs.2-

The name of the man was Elimelech, the name of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his two
sons were Mahlon and Chilion--Ephrathites of Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to the country of
Moab and remained there - kai dvopa T@® avopil ABeipéiey, Kai 6vopa Toig dvoiv violg avtod Maoimv
kai Kehadv, E@padaior ék BauOiégn tijg Tovda- kai fjAdocay gig aypov Moap kai noav kel -

We are now introduced to the family.

The name of the man was Elimelech - Elimelech means "My God is King." He may or may not lived
up to his name.

The name of his wife was Naomi - Naomi was Elimelech's wife. We have to go to Ruth 1:20-21 to
see a wordplay in Hebrew of her name.

Naomi means sweetness and pleasantness in Hebrew. But in vs. 20, in answer to the people's question,
"Is this Naomi," she says "Do not call me Naomi, call me Mara," which means bitter. Ex. 15:22-23 Her point
was that her experiences with her husband and sons made her life "bitter," not pleasant and sweet.

And the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion -

Mahlon - Her oldest son, Mahlon means "sick or unhealthy."

Chilion - Her next son, Chilion, means "pining and puny."

So they had two sickly boys. They did not live long after settling in Moab as we will see.

Ephrathites of Bethlehem, Judah - This was a designation for the inhabitants of Ephrath (also spelled
Ephratah and Ephratha), another name for Bethlehem. Ruth 4:11; Gen. 35:19; 48:7; Micah 5:2 (The
birthplace of Jesus the Messiah).

And they went to the country of Moab and remained there - "Remained there" is a different word
than in vs. 1.

Verse one says that they "went to dwell" in Moab. This word means that they planned to stay only
temporarily, until the famine was over.
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But the word that we have here in vs. 2 is literally "they were there," noav eker (LXX). They
decided to stay permanently.

1: Vs.3-

Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left, and her two sons - kol anéOavev
Apewpéiey 6 avip tijc Nogpeiv, kol kateheipOn adtn Kol ol V0 viol avTi|g -

Elimelech died and she was left with her two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. We are not told how long
they were there before Elimelech died. Vs. 4 tells us that they had lived there about 10 years total. So they
could not have been there very long before Elimelech died. Naomi now becomes the central figure in the
narrative.

1: Vs. 4 -

Now they took wives of the women of Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the
other Ruth. And they dwelt there about ten years - kai éLafocav £avtoig yovaikag Mmapeitidog:
ovopa ti) md ‘Oped, kai ovopa ti 0cvTéPy Povd- Kol KOTOKNGAV EKET MG déKa ET1) -

Now they took wives of the women of Moab - The two sons both married Moabite women. The
Mosaic Law condemned Canaanite and Moabite marriages. Deut. 7:3-4; Ezra 9:1-2; Neh. 13:23-26

Also, Moabites were not to be accepted into the congregation of the Lord. Deut. 23:3-4 The reason
for not marrying them was the temptation to serve their gods. Solomon found this out. I Kings 11:1-3 Cf.
Mal. 2:11.

At this point in time we are not told whether Orpah and Ruth had left the Moabite god for the God of
Israel. Ithink Ruth had by the following verses. There is some question about Orpah.

We are told that Salmon married Rahab who was a Canaanite but she had changed when he married
her and worshipped the God of Israel. Mt. 1:5

The name of the one was Orpah - Orpah means "fawn." I take it that Orpah was the oldest because
of being mentioned first.

And the name of the other (second one) Ruth - Ruth means "friendship or beauty." We are not told
until Ruth 4:10 that Mahlon married Ruth. Then Chilion was the one who married Orpah.

We are not told how long these marriages lasted, probably not very long, but in any case they were
childless.

And they dwelt there about ten years - The basic meaning of "dwell" is to sit. This suggests more of
a permanent stay.

Notice the progression. Vs. 1 said they dwelled there (temporarily), Vs. 2 said that they remained
there, they were simply there. Here in vs. 4, it says that they sat there (suggesting a more permanent stay).

Their intention at first was simply to go to Moab temporarily to escape the famine, but they gradually
got used to being there and decided not to return to Bethlehem.

It had progressively gotten more like home. The thought of Bethlehem being the house of bread and
praise and the place of God's blessing is growing dimmer by the days and years.

That is what happens to us when we decide to take on the world system governed by Satan. We
gradually get used to it and after a while we become acclimated and we do not want to return to the place of
God's blessing.

One commentator gives us a suggestion: "The onset of a famine in the promised land was always a test
of faith, as well as, on occasion, an expression of divine chastisement. The proper response to such a test
would be to stay in the land in dependence on God, as did the majority of the residents of Bethlehem."

1: Vs.5-

Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; so the woman survived her two sons and her husband -
Kol ané@avov kai ye ap@otepor, Maoiov kol Xehol@v: Kol Katehei@On 1 yovi] amo 100 avopog avTiig
Kol 4o T®V 000 ViV avTi|g -

Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died - I take it that Mahlon was the oldest by being mentioned
first and he married the younger Ruth.

We are not told how long they were married but they died within this ten year time frame that they
were there in Moab.
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So the woman (Naomi) survived her two sons and her husband - Naomi was literally left alone. All
she had left of her family was her two daughters-in-law.

Jewish tradition regards the death of these three males, Elimelech, Mahlon and Chilion as God's
punishment for their leaving Bethlehem.

This is possible because in the case of Abraham and Isaac leaving the Promised Land, their leaving
was not a time of blessing. The land of Israel has always been the place of blessing. However, the text does
not specifically say this.

However, God might put "famines" in our lives to see how we will react. How you and I react will
determine whether God will bless us or give us sorrow.

We need to realize also that not all sorrow comes from being out of the will of God or the place of
God's blessing. When we experience sorrow, this might be God's way of seeing how we will react to Him.
Job said: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.

So the woman survived her two sons and her husband - Naomi found herself in a very precarious
situation. Her husband and her two sons had died prematurely. She was a stranger in a foreign land.

It was through the male that the line was continued in the Jewish scheme of things. If the family name
were to carry on there had to be an heir. But having no sons, there was virtually no hope. Her two daughters-
in-law apparently gave her no hope for an heir.

What will Naomi do now? She is left alone in an alien land with only her two Moabitish daughters-in-
law. One commentator describes her situation: "Her circumstances had spiraled down to a point at which she
had no way to provide for herself in Moab."

B. Ruth's Opportunity to Leave Naomi 1:6-15

The main narrative portion now begins. Dialogue was the primary device used by the writer. Fifty-
nine of the eighty-four verses in the book contain dialogue, beginning in verse 8.

1: Vs.6-

Then she (Naomi) arose with her daughters-in-law (Orpah and Ruth) that she might return from
the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had visited His people by
giving them bread - Koai avéotn avtn koi ai 600 vopgar avtiic kKot dnéotpeyav £€ aypod Momap, 6t
fkovoay &v ayp® Modaf 0t 'Enéokentor Kvprog Tov Aaov avtod, dodvar avtoic dpTovg -

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law - Notice that initially both of the daughters-in-law were
leaving with her. However, I think she took them both, only to see her safely to the borders of the land. I
don't think she had any intention of taking them all the way back to Judah. But, as we will see, Ruth had other
ideas.

That she might return from the country of Moab - Different forms of the word "return" are used in
this chapter. She turned from Moab and planned to return to Judah.

You have to give Naomi credit to take her situation in hand and do something about it. Here she was
all alone and she made the decision to go and she made preparations to go. Then the reason for her decision is
given:

For she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had visited His people by giving them
bread - Naomi had heard and learned that rain had come to her homeland. The famine was over. This was
probably the time of the deliverance of Judah by the Judge Gideon.

After living in Moab for ten years and having heard that the famine was over in Judah, she decided to
leave and return there. One comments: "She turned her back on the tragic graves of her loved ones and
headed back to Judah, her homeland." She realized that the place of blessing was in the land.

That the LORD had visited His people by giving them bread - This is the first mention of God's
name in the story. Notice that it was Yahweh who had sent the rain and not the god Baal. The Canaanites
believed that Baal was the one who sent rain and fertility to the land.

Bread - This would include crops from the field and fruit from the trees.

1: Vs.7-
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Therefore she went out from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her;
and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah - kai ££fjA0sv £k ToD TOmOV O NV #KET, Kal
0l 0V0 YOP@OL 0VTI|G HET’ aVTHS Kal ETOPEVOVTO £V Ti) 00D TOD Emotpéyar gig TV Yijv Tovda -

Naomi with her two daughters-in-law left the country of Moab where she had lived for ten years. They
went on the road that led them back to the land of Judah.

Where she was - These are the same two words that we saw back in verse 2, noav eket, translated as
"they remained there."

To return - Again, another use of the word "return."

1: Vs. 8-

And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ""Go, return each to her mother's house. The LORD
deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me - kai ginev Nogpelv Toic vopooig
avtijg MMopeveoOs &1), anootpaonte ikdotn &ig oikov pnTpog avTiic: oo Koprog ped’ vpédv £heog,
KoO®g émoujoate peta TOV TE0VNKOTOV KOl pet’ Epov -

This begins the dialogue section which makes up most of the book.

Naomi speaks to her two daughters-in-law with two imperatives, "Go!" And "Return!" They are very
emphatic. We would say, "Go!" "Go back!"

Each to her mother's house - We understand from this that these were not sisters. Each of them was
to return to their own mother's house, not the same house.

We know that both her father and her mother were still alive from Ruth 2:11.

To say this was unusual in a male dominated society. But Naomi was thinking of their remarriages
and this would best be handled by the mothers. In this case it was "Mother knows best!" instead of "Father
Knows Best!"

Naomi was also probably thinking of how hard it would be for them in the land of Judah. They would
be looked down on because they are Gentiles from Moab. They would have a hard time remarrying.

So Naomi tells them it would be better for them socially and they would have a better chance to
remarry if they returned to their own country.

The LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me - This is the second
time we have seen the use of the word LORD, all caps. It was used in vs. 6 and now again it is used in vs. 8.
It is translated in the LXX with the Greek word xvproc. It is the word YAHWEH in the Hebrew. Ex. 6:2-3
(He did not mean that they had never heard the name of Yahweh before because it is mentioned several times
in Genesis but he means that the meaning of the word Yahweh was not known. The name speaks of the
redemption of the LORD from Egypt, not from Canaan as revealed in Genesis).

The LORD deal kindly with you - This is the Hebrew word "Hesed" revealing the lovingkindness of
Jehovah to His people. The word reveals both God's loyalty to His covenant and also His love for His people.

It is also used in Ruth 1:9; 2:20: 3:10 as well as 16 times in all, in the Book of Ruth.

This speaks of God's covenant relationship to Israel. He was forever faithful to His people. It involved
grace even when it was not deserved.

These were Moabite women. But because they married Jewish men she considered them under the
blessing of God's covenant.

As you have dealt with the dead and with me - Naomi's basis of wishing God's lovingkindness was
because of Ruth and Orpah's treatment of her sons and with her. Both of them were worthy and she wanted
God's lovingkindness for them.

Evidently both of them were model daughters-in-law. It shows her great love for them. Even though
they were Moabite girls they were loved by Naomi and were not the run of the mill Moabite.

They didn't have to have such devotion to her. They obviously weren't being nice to her because of
anything they were going to get from her monetarily. She was destitute in every way, and yet they still
respected her.

They considered themselves still a part of the family of Naomi, even though they still had a father and
mother living.
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They were willing to leave their own mother and father and to go with their mother-in-law to the land
of blessing.

1: Vs.9-

The LORD grant that you may find rest, (Hesed) each in the house of her husband." Then she
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept - d@n Kvoprog vpiv kot gbporre avamavory,
£KAoGTN £V 0IK® AVOPOg aVTIC. KOl KATEQIANGEV GUTAS KOl EXT|PpaV TNV QOVIV GOTOV Kol EKAgvoay -

gKAovoay —

The LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband - Naomi wanted both of
them to go back and find a place of rest with another husband. This becomes a key issue in the book.

Rest - This meant security and a sense of inner ease, release from pressures and tensions. Isa. 28:12
God alone is able to supply such a rest. Josh. 22:4 It speaks of the security that was found in marriage in
those days.

Marriage meant security for a woman and yet Naomi seems to be bypassing this possibility by leaving
Moab. Ruth 3:1

Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept - Naomi's kisses were meant as
farewells to both of them. It showed her love for them.

Their reaction was to weep. They loved her as well. They also knew that they might never see each
other again and this too brought sorrow. They remembered the good times that they had had in Moab as a
family.

1: Vs. 10 -

And they said to her, "Surely we will return with you to your people — koi ginav avtij Metd 6od
émoTpEQopey €ig TOV AaOV GOV -

Literally it says: "And they said to her, Indeed, with you we will go back to your people."

This is a very strong emphatic statement. "We will surely go back with you." What they were saying
was "We are putting all of our hopes on you and not on some future husband. It is you we care about." Notice
that both of them said this to Naomi.

To your people - The people blessed by God. I am sure that over the years Naomi had related to Ruth
and Orpah the dealings that God had had with His people.

We don't know how many of her people they knew but what they knew of Naomi was enough for
them.

1: Vs. 11 -

But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Are there still sons in my
womb, that they may be your husbands? - kai ginev Noepeiv Emotpaonte 81, Ovyotépeg pov: kai
iva Ti mopeveosOe pet’ £nov; pn £T1 pot viol £v Ti) KOWALQ pov, Kai E6ovtor DRIV €ig dvopag; -

Turn back - This is the same word as in verse 8. Naomi tells them three times to return to Moab.
Vss. 11, 12, 15.

My daughters - Notice that they were not just her daughters-in-law. She treated them as her own
daughters.

Why will you go with me - "What could you possibly see in me for your security?" She tries once
more to discourage them.

Are there still sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? - This is a very startling
statement. "If you are thinking that I will have more sons for you to marry, forget it."

William MacDonald sees three different adjectives to describe these three widows. Naomi represents
the grieving widow, without husband and family. Orpah was the leaving widow, who chose the easiest and
most convenient course. But Ruth was a cleaving widow, cleaving to Naomi in spite of Naomi's
discouragements.
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We need to understand here a custom in Israel. This will figure prominently in the teaching of the
Kinsman-Redeemer later. It is the Law of Levirate Marriage. Deut. 25:5-10

Levirate - This comes from the Latin, "Levir," meaning a brother-in-law. The law stated: "If a man
died, leaving no son, the widow was not to go out and marry a foreigner or one from another tribe. His
brother was to marry the widow and the first son would bear the name of the dead brother so that his name
would continue in the family register and he would inherit the property of the deceased man.

If the brother refused to do so then the next male relative had the right to do so which is what happened
later on in the Book of Ruth. It was not strictly commanded, but it was considered a duty of love."

It was first mentioned in Gen. 38:8 where Onan, the son of Judah, was called upon to marry his
brother Er's widow.

It is also alluded to in Mt. 22:23-30 where the Sadducees pose a hypothetical question to Jesus.

What Naomi is saying is that "I have no more sons for you to wait on to take up my sons' roles who
have died. There are no sons there to marry you in obedience to the Law of Levirate Marriage." For a
modern-day adaptation of this law, see the Hallmark Hall of Fame movie, "Loving Leah."

1: Vs. 12 -

Turn back, my daughters, go--for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, if I
should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons - émotpdonte 01, Ovyatépeg pov, o16TL
yeynpaxa Tod pi givor avopi- 611 eima 6TL E6TIV POt VdoTAGIS TOD YeVOfivai pe avopi kol TEEopan viovg

Turn back, my daughters, go - This is the third time she told them to return. Cf. 8, 11. She was
hoping that "the third time was the charm." "Turn back, go!" This time she was very emphatic.

For I am too old to have a husband - She was too old for all practical purposes.

If I should say I have hope (which I don't) if I should have a husband tonight (which I don't) and
should also bear sons - Even if there should be a slight possibility.

1: Vs. 13-

Would you wait for them till they were grown? Would you restrain yourselves from having
husbands? No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD
has gone out against me! - pf} a¥TOVg TP0GdEEEss Emg 0V @dpuVODOLY; T avTolg KuTacycdoecs TOD
pi) yevéoOar avopi; pij o1 Ovyatépeg pov, 6t EmMKpavOn pot vVEp vRaG, 6TL EENRAOEY &v Epol yeip Kvupiov

Would you wait for them till they were grown? - Again, this was impossible to even think of. The
obvious answer is No!

Would you restrain yourselves from having husband's - You are at the age of marrying and
having children. Would you force yourselves from not having husbands? Even if you waited, you would
more than likely be past the age of childbearing. Again, the obvious answer is No!

For it grieves me very much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me -
She is really blaming herself because she had lost her husband and two sons and had no real hope of
reclaiming them but they had the opportunity to remarry and have families.

Naomi was in a stage of grief that caused her to speak out against God. She saw her situation as the
result of God's affliction. Ruth 1:20-21

The hand of the LORD has gone out against me - Even so, Naomi was a woman of faith. She had
no doubt that God was actively involved in their lives. Ruth 1:8-9; 2:20a She saw that God was sovereign
and the ultimate cause of her affliction. She realized that all that had happened to her was of the Lord's doing.

1: Vs. 14 -

Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth
clung to her - koi émijpav TV OVI|V VTOV Kol EkAovoay £t Kol Kate@iinoev ‘Opea Ty wevlepav
aVTI|G Kal EMESTPEYEV €ig TOV A0V 00TIS, Pov0O 0& fkorovONGEY 0OTH -
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Then they lifted up their voices and wept again - Cf. vs. 9. They are the same words with "again"
added.

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law - Again, she was showing her love to Naomi. She finally agreed
with Naomi and left. Nothing more is said of Orpah in the book of Ruth. Presumably she remarried in Moab.

But Ruth clung to her - Ruth, on the other hand, did the unexpected. She could not bear to part from
Naomi. "To cling" was a sign of loyalty and affection with the idea of physical proximity. She hung on to
her. Ruth was showing true religion according to James 1:27. Gen. 2:24

1: Vs.15-

And she said, "Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return
after your sister-in-law - kai eimev Nogpeiv tpog Pov0 Tdod avictpeyev 6Ovvoppig 6ov mTpog Aaov
aVTI|S Kai TPOg TOVS 0£0Vg 0TI EMGTPAPNTL 01 KOl 6V OTTIG® TS GLVVOLPOV GOV -

Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people - Implying that "You should do the same."

Has gone back - This is the fourth time she said to go back, but this time it was only to Ruth. Orpah
had already left.

Humanly speaking, this was a great temptation and pressure to Ruth to take the easy way and return to
Moab.

And to her gods - Naomi had told them before to go back to her people but never to "her gods." She
says that Orpah had done so. This is why I believe that Orpah had not embraced Israel's God.

Return after your sister-in-law - This is the second time in this verse that she told her to return.

Why do you think that Naomi did not try to talk her daughter-in-law Ruth into returning with her?
After all, in spite of the problems they would encounter, they would have the God of Israel, the true God, who
would be better than Chemosh, the false god.

The possibility existed, however slight, of marrying in Israel. After all, the Law of Moses forbid an
Israelite from marrying a Moabite.

Orpah represented the Gentiles who were "Lo-Ammi," (Not my people), Hosea 1:9. Ruth, on the
other hand, chose the step of faith that incorporated her into those who were called "Ammi," (My people), and
more importantly, in her becoming the ancestress of Christ.

I think Naomi was not painting a rosy picture to Ruth on purpose. She wanted her to know what she
would be facing in Judah. Naomi did not make it easy for Ruth to come with her.

We should let people know what the Christian life entails. Someone recently said to me, "I never had
problems until I became a Christian. Now, however, I have the means to face them. Naomi told it like it was.

We need to realize that a very important decision was made by Ruth here. Dr. McGee comments: "The
decision made here will determine whether Jesus would be born in Bethlehem or not. And if the right decision
is not made there, you might as well send word to the Wise Men not to come because He won't be born there."

C. Ruth's Choice to Remain with Naomi 1:16-18

These three verses are recognized as one of the most touching passages in literature. One of
the commentators
expressed it this way: "In one of the most beautiful expressions of commitment in all the world's literature she
laced her future to that of Naomi."

1: Vs. 16 -

But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you; For
wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And
your God, my God - ginev 8¢ Pov0 M1y anavricon £poi Tod ketoMzely of §j anootpéyan dmeBiv cov,
611 o0 Bmov £av mopevOijc mopedoopal, Kai oV £av oGO avicOcopar 6 Ladg Gov Aadg pov, Kai 6
0£6g oov 0g6¢ pov -

But Ruth said - Notice the contrast. In spite of all Naomi had said to Ruth and the fact that Orpah had
already left, she had weighed the costs and had determined to go with her. This was a complete break with the
past.

Entreat me not to leave you - "Do not beg me or urge me to leave you anymore. I have decided to go
with you and that is that."
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Or to turn back from following after you - The verb "turn back" is used over and over. This is the
9th time that it has been used in this chapter. This is reminiscent of Elijah and Elisha. II Kings 2:2, 4, 6.

For wherever you, I will go - Ruth shows complete identification with Naomi in spite of all the things
that could happen to her. Should Naomi go to the end of the world, Ruth would go with her. But Ruth
realized that she would be going to Israel where the God of Israel was served.

Wherever you lodge, I will lodge - The company of Naomi in a cottage would be more pleasant to her
than that of any of the Moabitish women in a palace.

Your people shall be my people - It made no difference to Ruth that the people of Judah would be
very poor after such a long famine. Shall be is in italics which means that it is not in the text. "Your people,
my people, Your God, my God. Not "shall be."

And your God, my God - She uses the name Elohim, the all-powerful God of Judah. This lets us
know that Ruth had been instructed as to the true God by Naomi and she had made her decision. Note the
progression in her faith: Go, Lodge, Your people, Your God. There was no question of her faith in the God of
Judah. She was a genuine proselyte.

Ruth made her decision to leave her idolatrous past as Abraham did but without being encouraged by a
promise. In fact, she had been discouraged by Naomi.

There was a song in the 50's that was very popular and was many weeks on the hit parade.

Wherever thou goest, I will go,
Wherever thou lodgest, I will lodge.
Thy people shall be my people, my love,
Wherever thou goest, I will go.

Probably not many people knew that it came from the Bible, much less from the Book of Ruth.

1: Vs. 17 -

Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If
anything but death parts you and me - Kol o0 £dv @mwo@davig émoBavodpar, KAKED TaPGOpaL. TAdE
momom pot Koprog kai 14de mpocOein, 6T 0avatog dreoterel Gva pécov Epod Kot 6o -

Where you die, I will die - This will be a lifelong commitment. It will last even unto death. Again,
Ruth associates herself with Naomi.

There will I be buried - No one will have to send me back to Moab to be buried but I want to be
buried in Judah.

The LORD do so to me and more also - She commits herself to Jehovah, the covenant keeping
God of Judah, not the
gods of Moab. "And more also" is very common in the literature of the Bible. I Sam. 3:17 (Eli to Samuel), 1
Sam. 14:44 (Saul to Jonathan), I Sam. 20:13, (Jonathan to David), I Kings 19:2 (Jezebel to Elijah). In all of
these cases, this was very serious business.

Ruth is asking judgment from Judah's God if she were to break her commitment.

If anything but death parts you and me - "Death and nothing else than death shall separate us from
each other." This vow means "May the Lord punish me severely if I do not keep my vow."

So, we see in Ruth's declaration to Naomi a sevenfold decision:

1. Wherever you go, I will go - "I'm going where you go. I am not just using this as a passport to
Judah."

2. Wherever you lodge, I will lodge - "I will identify myself with you, even in my living
arrangements."

3. Your people shall be my people - "I'm forsaking my people who are idolaters and I'm identifying
myself with God's people."

4. And your God, my God - "I am forsaking the false and dead god Chemosh for the true and living
God of Judah." This is the essence of what Joshua said. Joshua 24:15
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5. Where you die, I will die. The Israelites in the OT believed that they would be raised from the dead
to live in that land. That was the hope of Abraham. Heb. 11:10 Cf. John 14:2. We used to sing the chorus:
"This world is not my home, I'm just a passing through."

6. There will I be buried - Ruth's hope was in the land.

7. May God judge me if I break this commitment. I made this decision for eternity.

1: Vs. 18-

When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she stopped speaking to her - idodca 6¢
Noepeiv 6T KpaToarodTal oVt TOD TOoPevEcOM peT’ avTi|C, EKOTOGEV TOD LoAijcal TPOg ATV £TL -

When she (Naomi) saw that she (Ruth) was determined to go with her - "Determined" means to
stiffen one's self firmly upon a thing. This is stubbornness in the good sense.

Ruth was steadfast in her decision and so Naomi accepted it and stopped trying to get her to return.
She saw her decision was genuine. The events that followed show that her life matched her confession.

II. Ruth's Devotion to Care for Naomi 1:19-2:23
A. Ruth and Naomi Return to Bethlehem 1:19-22

1: Vs. 19 -

Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. And it happened, when they had come
to Bethlehem, that all the city was excited because of them; and the women said, '"Is this Naomi? -
‘EntopetOncav o0& apeotepar £mg tod mopayevéoOor avtag gig Ba@iéep. kai fiynoev naca 1| woMg én’
avTijg, Kai gimov Aty ¢otiv Noepsiv; -

Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem - The two of them go on their way to
return to Bethlehem. This was quite an undertaking to walk the 50 or so miles back to Bethlehem.

Two of them - As far as we know, these two were the only ones going. This was quite risky because
of thieves and robbers along the road.

There was no protection for two women alone. This showed a great faith in Jehovah. They knew the
Lord was leading them back and so He would protect them.

This is like the Israelites going back to Jerusalem after the captivity in Babylon. They considered it as
a lack of faith in God if they asked for protection. Ezra 8:21-23

There is no record of Ruth ever asking to go back and tell her parents goodbye. She had probably
already done this.

And it happened, when they had come to Bethlehem, that all the city was excited because of them

All the city was excited because of them - There were at least three things that they were excited
about:

1. That Naomi was still alive. They probably had not heard from her in these ten years.

2. That Naomi was alone. She went out with her husband and two sons and now returned with only a
stranger.

3. That she was mournful. They asked the question, "Is this Naomi?" It evidently showed to them and
they noticed it right away. She was a pleasant woman when she left as her name implied but her return was a
different story. They could tell it in her face.

All the city - Evidently, she was well known by all. Of course, Bethlehem was not a very large place.
There were mostly women who greeted them by the feminine forms of the verbs. The men were probably
busy in the harvest.

Is this Naomi? - They recognized her but were surprised at her worsened condition. She had left to
escape the famine and the bad conditions in Bethlehem and had returned in a lot worse condition than when
she left.

"Is this the pleasant one who left us? What has happened while she was in Moab?" Just seeing her old
friends again brought up the sweet memories of her time before in Bethlehem but now when she thought of
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her present circumstances, she had great sorrow. Also remember that these women were those who stayed in
Bethlehem in spite of the famine.

Also notice that there is no indication that the women saw that Ruth had come with her. Naomi did not
introduce Ruth to the women, at least in the text. They made no comment about Ruth.

1: Vs.20-

But she said to them, ""Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very
bitterly with me — kai ginev npdg avTag M1 o1 kareité pe Noepeiv, karéoaré pe Mucpav, 11 émkpavon
&v £poi 6 ikavog oodpa -

But she said to them - Naomi reacts to the question of the women: "Is this Naomi?"

Do not call me Naomi - "Do not call me Naomi, which means "pleasantness" because my
circumstances have been anything but pleasant.

Call me Mara - Call me "Mara" or "bitter." And then she relates why they should call her that.

For the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me - Naomi realized God as the One who brought
these things upon her. Ruth 1:13

Almighty - She uses the name "EI-Shaddai," the all powerful and all sufficient One. She still felt grief
but realized where it came from. Gen. 17:1

I don't think she is blaming God here but just stating facts. She knew the bitter things were real but she
also knew they were from Him. John Reed writes: "Naomi had such faith in God and his personal
involvement in her life that she knew the bitter things she experienced were from Him. Her grief was real;
obviously she took God seriously."

If only we could look above our circumstances and realize He is with us. Ps. 42:5; Lam. 3:31-33
Carson comments: "These words were dictated by passion rather than by judgment; not indeed by the passions
of anger and discontentment, but by the passion of grief, and of grief excited by the best and loveliest
affections."

What God takes away, He always makes it up to us. Hab. 3:17-19

1: Vs.21-

I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home again empty. Why do you call me Naomi,
since the LORD has testified against me, and the Almighty has afflicted me? - ¢y® wipng émopedOny,
KOl KeVIV anéoTpeyév ne 0 kOprog kol iva ti koAeité pe Noegpeiv, kol Koprog étancivooév pe, kai 0
IKOVOG EKAKOOEY NE; -

I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home again empty - Naomi elaborates on what she
said in verse 20.

I went out full - She went out rich, not just in money and property but in the possession of a husband
and two sons.

Empty - No husband nor two sons. Her hope was pretty well gone also as far as she knew. But she
was not totally empty because she had acquired Ruth. If she only knew what the future held. Ruth 4:14-15

Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified against me, and the Almighty has
afflicted me? - Even though she thought she was destitute of the good things of life, she still had the LORD
and the blessings He supplies.

Almighty - Again, she uses the name "El-Shaddai" the all-powerful God. Her complaint began and
ended with a reference to the Almighty, the all-powerful God.

LORD - She also uses the name Yahweh or Jehovah. He is the covenant-keeping God of Israel. She
realized that He would never go back on His covenant to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. She recognized God's
hand in all that had happened to her.

Even in the face of all her tragedies, the LORD was about to begin working on her behalf.

1: Vs.22-

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from
the country of Moab. Now they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest - kol énéotpeyev
Nogpeiv kai Podd 1| MoaPsiti | vipen avtiic émotpégoveo & aypod Mowdf: ovtar 6%
napeyeviOnocayv gig BaOAéep év apyi) Oepropod kprOdv -
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This final verse in the chapter gives a summary and transition between no hope for Naomi and the
beginning of hope for her.

So Naomi returned - Notice that the writer sees Naomi as pleasant and sweet, not bitter. God still
considered her who she really was, not what she thought about herself.

Beginning of barley harvest - Naomi had left Bethlehem because of a famine; she returned with the
bounty of the barley harvest.

Barley harvest - The barley harvest occurred in March-April of the first month (Nisan) for the
Israelites. See the handout, "Calendar in Israel."

They are now back in the place of blessing, and we are going to see how the LORD blesses them
abundantly. God was now through His providence going to provide for both widows.

B. Ruth Gleans for Food 2:1-23

1. Boaz Meets Ruth 2:1-7

Ruth was now a believer in Yahweh. Moabites were excluded from the congregation of Israel. Deut.
23:3 So Ruth was there by grace. In Ruth two we see how she was received by the people of Bethlehem.

2: Vs.1-

There was a relative of Naomi's husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech. His
name was Boaz - Kai 1f] Nogpseiv avijp yvopipog 1@ avopi avtiljg: 0 6& avilp ovvatog oyl €k Tiig
ovyyeviag Apepédrey, kot dvopa avtd Boog

There was a relative of Naomi's husband - Up to now the text is dominated by females. Now it is
modified by the introduction of Boaz, a male.

Relative of Naomi's husband - An acquaintance, a family member. Rabbinical tradition says Boaz
was a nephew of Elimelech.

A man of great wealth - Boaz was a rich man because he had property and animals. Anyone who
owned property was wealthy in that culture. But, as we will see, he was a quality person as well as wealthy.
Contrast him with Naomi who was very poor.

Literally, it means that Boaz was a man of standing or a mighty man of valor. These words are used of
Gideon and Jephthah. Judges 6:12; 11:1

The character of Boaz is in contrast with the period of the judges where everyone did what was right in
their own eyes. Boaz was one of the exceptions.

Of the family of Elimelech - He was on Naomi's husband's side of the family.

His name was Boaz - Boaz means "in him is strength." Evidently Boaz had the means to sustain
himself in the famine whereas Elimelech left the land to seek bread.

So, Boaz was a wealthy relative of Elimelech and was the son of Rahab, the former prostitute who hid
the spies and survived the collapse of Jericho because of her faith in God. Mt. 1:5

2: Vs.2-

So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, '"Please let me go to the field, and glean heads of grain
after him in whose sight I may find favor." And she said to her, "Go, my daughter - kai gimev Pov0 1
Moaeitig 1pog Noepeiv Iopevdd o1 sig aypév, kKai cuvaim &v Tolg 6TayVoY KATémeOeY 00 £bv £Dpm
xapwv &v 6pOalpoig avtod. simev 6 avtii Mopevov, Ouyatyp -

So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi - This was how she was known when she returned with Naomi.
But even though she was a Moabitess, she was a woman of virtue and piety. She is referred to as "Ruth the
Moabitess" five times in the book.

Please let me go to the field, and glean heads of grain after him in whose sight I may find favor -
Ruth was an industrious woman. She wanted to do her part to help supply their needs. She is described as a
virtuous woman. We are reminded of a virtuous woman in Proverbs 31. This was a characteristic of Ruth as
well. She was not afraid to work.
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Some women in Naomi's condition would think themselves entitled to decent support from their rich
relations. But we are not told that Naomi had even gone to Boaz to plead for support.

And glean heads of grain - This is how Gleaner Combine got its name. This was part of the Mosaic
system. It was put in place to take care of the poor. Lev. 19:9-10 Ruth obviously knew of this law, perhaps
from Naomi.

God did not put the poor on relief. They had to work to glean in the fields. They had a right by law to
glean in the fields of the Israelites.

Ruth was poor and was a foreigner. So she qualified on both counts.

After him in whose sight I may find favor - Some landowners were known to have left as much as
one-fourth of their crop for the needy. Some, on the other hand, were not so generous and even forbid the
poor to glean in their fields.

She was willing to accept as a favor what she might have claimed as a right. She was appreciative of
the opportunity even though the law was in her favor.

Notice that there is no thought here of returning to Moab where she could probably have married and
had it easier. Carson comments: "Ruth would rather have been a gleaner of grain in the land of Israel than a
lady in the land of Moab. She had come to trust under the shadow of the wings of Naomi's God; and the
meanest estate in the land where He was known was preferable in her eyes to the highest station in a land of
idolaters."

Notice also that Ruth does not ask Naomi to go with her. She would rather have Naomi rest and go
herself to the fields to provide for them.

And she said to her, "Go my daughter - Naomi encouraged her to go and glean.

2: Vs.3-

Then she left, and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers. And she happened to come to
the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech - kai ¢mopgv0n, kai cvvérelev
&V TQ aypd KotomeOev TOV 0eplOvVTOV: Kol TEPLEMESEY TEPITONATL Ti) peEPiot Tod aypod Boog, Tod £k
ovyyeveiog APewpédrey -

Then she left, and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers - How was Ruth to know which
field to go to? She didn't know one field from the other because she had never done this before.

And she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of
Elimelech -

She happened - Lit. The Hebrew says: "Her chance chanced." In other words, she just happened to go
to Boaz's field. But as we will see, there are no happenstances with God. Because of the sovereignty of God,
this
is no coincidence at all. Rom. 8:28

The use of "happened to come" was the writer's way of acknowledging the providence of God in
Ruth's life. She was guided by God, not by chance. Ps. 37:23

From man's viewpoint, the same providence that led the Magi to Bethlehem, directed Ruth to the
appropriate Bethlehem field. It never says that Naomi directed her to go to the field of Boaz. She had not
determined to go to a particular field but "happened" to go to the field of Boaz. Esther 5:1

Belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech - We had been introduced to Boaz in vs. 1.
The significance of this fact was hidden to Ruth until Ruth 2:20.

This field was probably owned by several people, one being Boaz. That is why it says that this was
"part of the field belonging to Boaz.

Again, there is a very important decision to be made here. If Ruth goes into the wrong field, humanly
speaking, you might as well tell the wise men not to come to Bethlehem and the shepherds to stay on the
hillsides with their flocks because Jesus will not be born in Bethlehem if Ruth goes to the wrong field because
she will never meet Boaz.

2: Vs.4-
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Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, '""The LORD be with you!" And
they answered him, "The LORD bless you! - Kai idod Béog fqi0cv ék Ba@récp kai gimev Toig
0gpilovoy Kbprog ped’ vpdv- kai gimov avtd Evioyncor og Kdprog -

Now behold - Something spectacular is going to happen next. Pay close attention!

Boaz came from Bethlehem - Boaz came out from Bethlehem to see how the harvest was progressing
in his fields.

The Lord be with you - the Lord bless you - This was a form of greeting in that day. But there was
more to it than this. This showed that there were good relations between Boaz (management) and his workers
(labor). Faith in the Lord was active in both of their lives. Maybe more problems would be solved today
between management and labor if the Lord had a place in each side's life. Ps. 129:5-8

2: Vs.5-

Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, '""Whose young woman is this? -
Kai ginev Boog T@ mardapio avtod T® £peotdT £mi Tovg Ocpilovrag Tivog 1) vedvig abtn; -

Servant - This was a young adult male old enough to serve in the army. It is used in the plural in
Ruth 2:21.

Whose young woman is this? - This is the feminine form of the young adult male, the servant.
Perhaps it was her appearance or dress that was different. He noticed that she was a foreigner.

Whose young woman is this? Lit. the Hebrew says, "the young woman, the that one." Or that
particular one. The word for "young woman" indicates that she was probably in her early twenties. This
shows that Boaz really noticed her. Was this love at first sight? Judging from what happened, I would say
yes. (Example of Loretta in print shop). Dr. McGee says that this was "a Hebrew wolf whistle."

2: Vs.6-

So the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered and said, "It is the young Moabite
woman who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab - kai anekpiOn T0 TOdGPLOV TO £PEGTOC
¢mi Tovg Ogpilovrag kai ginev ‘H maig | Moofsitic éotv, | amootpougsioca petd Noepsiv £€ aypod
Moap -

The servant fills him in on the details of who she is.

It is the young Moabite woman - Some have thought this was a derogatory statement, but the text
does not indicate this.

Who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab - Ruth was a Moabite and they were not
allowed into the congregation of the Lord unto the 10th generation but her being associated with Naomi and
having left the Moabite gods for the God of Israel made her accepted.

We are not told how he knew this. He may have asked her when she was hired but we know that Boaz
knew this, as we will see later. This evidently had been going around the neighborhood and so all knew who
she was.

Came back - This is the same word as "returned" in Ruth 1:22.

2: Vs.7-

And she said, 'Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.' So she came
and has continued from morning until now, though she rested a little in the house - kai girev TvAMEE®
oM kal cvvaEm &v Toig dpaypacty dmodev TdOV BepriovTov: Kol NAOey Kai 61N amd mpwifev Kol Ewg
£0TEPAG, OV KATETOVGEY £V TD AYpd PIKPOV -

The servant continues with how his interview with Ruth went.

Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves - Even though the Law allowed
her to do this she was thoughtful enough to ask permission. She didn't demand her "rights."

All we hear of today is to "demand your rights." We even do this with the Lord and we have to realize
that all we have is a gracious gift of salvation from God and we need to be humble before Him.

This shows what kind of a woman Ruth was. It shows her humble nature. We can learn a lot from her.

Then too, as a foreigner, her opportunities to glean in the fields of Judea may have been severely
limited.
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So she came and has continued from morning until now - This reveals another quality of Ruth and
that is she was a hard worker. She didn't take coffee breaks every hour.

Her dire straits demanded that she use her time wisely and get as much grain as possible for herself and
Naomi. But many people who are in dire straits would rather sit at home and collect welfare checks and food
stamps from the government. Ruth did not have this warped mentality.

Paul says, "If anyone does not work, neither should he eat." II Thess. 3:10-12 Work is a very
important quality.

Though she rested a little in the house - This "house" was a shelter set up in the fields for the
purpose of rest and refreshment. This provision for his workers shows that Boaz was considerate of the plight
of these poor people. He was not required to do this.

The LXX however adds, "And she did not rest in the field."

Several things are evident here:

1. Boaz did not prohibit any poor person from gleaning in his field. Evidently this was not the case
with every landowner.

2. Ruth asked permission to glean from the overseer and took advantage of this permission by hard
work.

3. Her story was well known to the overseer as well as Boaz, although this was the first time Boaz had
seen her.

Some have questioned why Boaz had not gone to Naomi to try to help her in her condition before. He
obviously knew that he was related to her. At least we assume this. The text is silent on this point.

2. Boaz Protects Ruth 2:8-16

2: Vs. 8-

Then Boaz said to Ruth, "You will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean in
another field, nor go from here, but stay close by my young women - kai ginev Boéog mpog ‘Povd Ovk
fikovoag, Ouydtnp; pi wopevdijg év ayp®d cviriEar £Tépm: Kal 6V 0V mopevon EviedOey, M3 KOAAONTL
NETA TAOV KOPUGI®V POV -

Boaz now approaches Ruth and speaks to her personally for the first time. The overseer had given a
good report to him of Ruth and now he purposed to talk with her himself.

You will listen, my daughter, will you not? There is an age difference between them. Boaz was
probably closer in age to Naomi than Ruth. Ruth 3:10 implies that Ruth had denied younger men to marry.

You will listen, will you not? - Boaz wants her to know that he has something very important to tell

her.

Do not go to glean in another field - This is his first command. Boaz is doing something here which
is unusual. He was required by the Law to let her glean in his field but by telling her not to leave, it is obvious
that he is attracted to her and is intent on taking care of her. He would not normally do this with just anyone.

I'm sure he didn't advertise his fields to the poor even though he was required by law to let the poor
glean. He would be very sorry to have her go to another field because he cared for her.

Partly too, it is because of his relation to Naomi that he is treating her so well because in taking care of
Ruth he is taking care of Naomi also.

He is saying also that she is to remain during the months of not only barley harvest (March-April) but
also of wheat harvest (June-July)

But stay close by my young women - These were women that Boaz had hired to follow the reapers
and to bind up the sheaves (the bundles of grain) after they were cut.

Normally, the gleaners would come in after the reapers were through, but Boaz wanted Ruth to be
involved in the harvest and not just to glean. Notice that now they are involved in the barley harvest.

Barley - This was the universal food for horses, mules and donkeys. I Kings 4:28 Oats were
practically unknown. Barley was used for bread among the very poor. Il Kings 4:42

You will remember that it was five barley loaves and two fish with which Jesus fed the 5,000. John
6:9, 13

There were several varieties of barley that were grown.
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1. 2 rowed variety

2. 4 rowed variety

3. 6 rowed variety which are depicted on Egyptian monuments.

Barley was sown in October-November after the "early rain." It is like winter wheat which is sown in
the fall and dies down during the winter and sprouts again in Spring and harvested in the Summer. In the
harvest, the grain was cut with a sickle. Deut. 16:9

The reapers lived on parched grain and vinegar. Ruth 2:14 When cut, it was gathered in the arms,
bound in sheaves and laid in heaps to be threshed.

This was the job of these young women. Boaz wanted Ruth to be a part of them and help with their
job.

Threshing floors were placed in an open area usually elevated. Threshing was done by oxen or cattle
driven over the grain to tread out the grain with their hoofs. Hosea 10:11

Simple instruments were also used for this. They were made of either planks with stones or bits of iron
fastened to the lower surface to make it rough and made heavy by some weight on it.

Small wagons with low cylindrical wheels like saws were used. Isa. 28:27a In threshing small
quantities of grain or for tender cereals, flails were used. Isa.28:27b

Winnowing was done with a broad shovel or wooden fork with bent prongs. The chaff, grain and
straw was thrown against the wind so that the chaff might be blown away. Ps. 1:4

This was usually done in the evening when there was generally a breeze. Ruth 3:2 The chaff and
stubble were burned. Isa. 5:24a; Mt. 3:12 The grain was then sifted. Amos 9:9

2: Vs.9-

Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Have I not commanded the
young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the
young men have drawn - oi 090aipoi cov gig TOV aypov ov ibv Ogpilmotv, Kai mopedon KOTOTGOEY
oVTAV: 1000 EVETEILAUNY TOIS Tadapiolg ToD pn dyacOai cov: kol 6 T S oELs, Kol Topevdon &ig T
okeN Kai wigoo 60gv v VOPeLOVTOL TO TOOAPLY. -

Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them - This was his second command.
Watch what the young women do and do like them.

Reap - These young women were considered in the class of reapers.

Have I not commanded the young men not to touch you? - Boaz had commanded the young men
not to do you any harm. This was evidently a problem. Because she was a foreigner, she would be open to
insults. The young men would fraternize with the young women and bother them. This would not happen in
Boaz's field. This command was carried out in Ruth 2:15.

This behavior was expressly forbidden by God. Ex. 22:21; 23:9

And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn - He
would provide for her physical needs also. This was precious water which had to be brought from the well.

This was definitely not the prerogative of gleaners. He was putting her in a higher class than just a
gleaner. It was equivalent to being put on his payroll.

Her needs were to be provided for. This was over and above what the Law required.

2: Vs. 10 -

So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, "Why have I found favor in
your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner? - kol £neoev £mi TpOcOTOV AVTHS
KOl TPOGEKOVIGEY £ML TV Y]V, Kol €imev Tpog avTév Ti 611 eVpov yapv év 690aipoic cov Tod Emyvdvai
nE, Kol £y gipn Eévn; -

So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground - This was Ruth's reaction to Boaz's statement to
her. This was the typical means of showing respect. I Sam. 25:23 (Abigail to David); II Sam. 1:2 (man to
David).

Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me - To look at with sympathy
or care, to receive a person kindly. Ruth 2:2 (Ruth to Naomi) 13 (Ruth to Boaz).

Favor - This comes from a root meaning grace. Gen. 6:8
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This was a legitimate question. Naomi had told her what to expect when she came with her to Judah.
Orpabh, realizing this, had not come. She had stayed in Moab. But Ruth did come, fully knowing this.

Ruth was not expecting anyone to notice her. Mary was also highly favored. Lk. 1:28-30 We could
translate this: "Why have I found grace in your eyes?

Grace - God giving us what we don't deserve. Grace is unmerited favor. Eph. 2:8-9

Mercy - God not giving us what we do deserve.

Ruth had expected the opposite. She was a recipient of grace and was grateful for it.

Since I am a foreigner - A foreigner from Moab. She expected this kind of treatment. This was what
Naomi had told her to expect. But she did wonder why.

It is interesting to observe that Boaz was in actuality doing exactly what the Lord had told Israel to do.
Deut. 10:17-19

2: Vs. 11 -

And Boaz answered and said to her, "It has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and your
mother and the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before - xat
amexpiOn Béog kai eimev avtii Amayyehia annyyédn pot doa memoinkog peTd TiHg TEVOEPAS GOV pETH TO
amo0avelv TOV dvopa 6oV, Kol TAOS KATEMTES TOV TATEPO. GOV KA TI)V PNTEPO. GOV KOl TNV Yi|V YEVEGEMG
00V, K0l £ETopevdng mpog Aaov OV 0VK 1j0e1g £x0sc Kal TpitnG -

Boaz replies to Ruth.

It has been fully reported to me - His servant had told Boaz some information about Ruth, but I am
guessing that he had heard all about her before this. What had been reported to him?

All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband - Boaz had not
gotten this information from Ruth but from those in Bethlehem who had met Naomi and Ruth when they
arrived. Ruth 1:19-22

Death of your husband - Ruth didn't feel her obligation to the family ceased when her husband was
dead. She took care of Naomi just like Mahlon would have done if he was still alive. This also lets us know
that Boaz knew that Ruth was unmarried.

How you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth - We get from this that
Ruth's father and mother were still alive. This sounds like the words of God to Abram in Gen. 12:1.

And have come to a people whom you did not know before - This is reminiscent of Ruth's words to
Naomi in Ruth 1:16. Ruth had to have had a great love for the Lord to do what she did.

This also shows that Ruth already had a good reputation among the people of Bethlehem even though
she was a foreigner. When people look at us, do we have a good reputation, or do they see us as hypocrites?

2: Vs.12 -

The LORD (YAHWEH) repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God
(Yahweh Elohim) of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge — dmotican Kvpiog v
¢pyaciov cov: Yévorro 6 meBog cov TApne mapd Kvopiov 8cod Topanh, mpdg ov NAh0sg memorOévar Hmod
T0G TTéPUYNS 0VTOD -

In these words of Boaz, we see the genuine piety of a true Israelite.

The LORD - Yahweh, the covenant-keeping God of Israel.

Repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel - Boaz says that this
is a remarkable thing that Ruth has done and she should be repaid by the LORD for it. Our LORD is a
rewarding God. The same is true in the NT as well. The LORD will reward us for our service for Him in this
life. II Cor. 5:10 and many other Scriptures.

Boaz was doing his part in providing for her but more was needed. The LORD should also provide for

her.

Ruth, in her humility was not serving to get rewards and Boaz recognized this but said that she should
be rewarded for it because it was so unusual. Heb. 6:10 God recognizes our work for Him.

LORD God of Israel - Yahweh, the Elohim of Israel.

Under whose wings you have come for refuge - Deut. 32:11 (eagle), Mt. 23:37 (hen).
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This figure is called a zoomorphism, comparing some aspect of an animal to God.

Ruth was trusting in God's protection. Her whole existence was given over to the Lord for His
protection.

I'm sure when Naomi had told Ruth to go back to Moab she was thinking that she would not be able to
protect her in Judah. Here Boaz sees through it and realizes that Ruth is depending on the Lord for her
protection and not on Naomi or anyone else.

2: Vs. 13 -

Then she said, ""Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and have
spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants - 1 8 ginev ESpoyut
xapwv &v 000aApoic 60V, KUPLE, 0TI TAPEKALESAG 1E, KOl OTL EhaAncag £ml Kapdiav Tijg 000ANG 60V, KOl
1000 £Y® Eoopon MG pio TOV TOOLGKMOV GOV -

Then she said - Ruth answers Boaz in humility. His words could have made her proud. Ruth could
understand his kindness to his servant girls but his kindness to her who was a foreigner was pure grace.

Let me find favor in your sight - These are the same words as in verse 10. Verse 10 is a question,
here it is a statement. It is a present tense. "May I continue to find favor."

Favor - In the LXX this is the Greek word yopto, "grace," something unmerited, not worthy of. Boaz
did not have to treat her like this. She had found favor by:

1. For you have comforted me - Naomi had no words of comfort and encouragement but here Boaz
comforts her with his words. She hadn't expected any comfort.

2. And have spoken kindly to your maidservant - He had used kind words to go to her very heart.
"What you said to me went straight to my heart and made my heart warm." She hadn't expected kind words.

3. Though I am not like one of your maidservants - Boaz was putting Ruth on a par with his servant
girls where Ruth did not believe she belonged. He was treating her like one of his hired servants, which was
not the case at all. She was only a foreign gleaner there by the grace of Boaz and ultimately of God.

She regarded herself as inferior to his servant girls, possibly because of her poverty, her Gentile
nationality and her heathen background. His kindness to the others was understandable. His kindness to her
was pure grace.

This was what made Ruth stand out from his servant girls. She was not demanding her rights but was
humble and submissive through her relationship to him.

This should be our attitude as well. We should realize that all we are and have is by the grace of God
to us. We are not worthy of any of His benefits. Isa. 64:6

Our attitude toward others should also be one of humility. Phil. 2:3-4 1 am reminded of our Lord's
instruction in Lk. 14:7-11

2: Vs. 14 -

Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, ""Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip your piece of bread
in the vinegar." So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and was
satisfied, and kept some back - kai einev avtii Béog "Hon dpa tod @aysiv, ipdcehde @de kai pdysom
TOV dpTov, Kai Payelg TOV yopov cov T® 6&el. kal ékafisey Povd ¢k mhayiov T@OV 0eprlloviov: Kai
éPfovvioey avti) Boog drgrtov, kai E@ayev Kai EvemrinoOn Kai KatéMmey -

Boaz invites Ruth to lunch. He is quite taken with Ruth.

All that Ruth requested and expected was to glean, nothing more. But here she has not only received
comforting words by Boaz but is invited to share in the meal that was reserved for the hired hands only. This
was another example of grace shown to Ruth.

This also showed that Boaz was generous with his provisions. One writes: "He had a large estate and a
large heart. He truly enjoyed the liberalities of Providence, because he took pleasure in distributing what God
had given him."

Notice also that Boaz was not too proud to eat with his hired hands. This showed his humbleness as
well.

We too should be willing to distribute what God has given us. As members of the body of Christ we,
of all people, should be generous to all, especially to others in the body of Christ. Gal. 6:9-10
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Bread and vinegar - This gives us insight into the food and drink of that day.

Bread - Probably barley bread or it could have been wheat bread.

Vinegar - "Chomez." A sour beverage composed of vinegar mixed with oil. It is still a favorite in the
Middle East.

Parched grain - This is probably grains of barley, which is still eaten by harvesters on the harvest
field.

One person describes what he encountered in the harvest fields of Israel in modern times. "In one field
nearly 200 reapers and gleaners were at work, the latter being nearly as numerous as the former. A few were
taking their refreshment, and offered us some of their 'parched corn' (grain). In the season of harvest, the
grains of wheat not yet fully dry and hard are roasted in a pan or on an iron plate and constituted a very
palatable article of food; this is eaten along with bread or instead of it." Lev. 2:14-15 (This was the grain
offering to the Lord, grain roasted on the fire).

And she ate and was satisfied - Her hunger was satisfied.

And kept some back - Boaz was so generous that she had some left over and kept it for Naomi. Cf.
Ruth 2:18. Again we see the unselfishness of Ruth, always thinking of providing for Naomi. Ruth was quite
a woman!

2: Vs. 15 -

And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, '"Let her glean even
among the sheaves, and do not reproach her - kai d@véotn 100 ocvAréyewv. Kai évereihato Boog Toig
aadapiorg avtod Afywv Kai ye Gva pécov T@V 0paypdtmv cVALEYETO, KOL PT| KOTOLGYOUVITE GOTHV -

And when she rose up to glean - After the meal was over, she went back to work. As if all that Boaz
had done up until now wasn't enough, he provides for her even further.

Let her glean even among the sheaves - Normally the gleaners took only the grain that had not been
bound in sheaves.

Not only was she able to glean after what the reapers had cut and left, they were to allow her to go
even into the standing grain and in effect be included with the harvesters and she was to be able to keep what
she had harvested.

Do not reproach her - Don't rebuke her. Do her no injury. The word "reproach" means to humiliate,
treat shamefully. I Sam. 20:34

You let her go where she will and do not hinder her at all. This, of course, was over and above what
the law required of a landowner.

2: Vs. 16 -

Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean, and do not
rebuke her - koi Paotalovres Paotdlote avTi], kol ye mapapariovreg mapoPareite avTi) €k TOV
Bepovvicpuévorv: Kol @ayeTal Kol 6VALEEEL, KOl OVK EMITIUGETE OUTH -

Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean - As if that
weren't enough, he told his men to let some of the full grain stalks fall behind so that she could pick them up.

If they would have done this without his permission it would have been dishonest. They would have
been robbing Boaz. Because he commanded them to do this, it would have been dishonest not to have done
it.'

And do not rebuke her - This is a different word than verse 15. It is a more intensive and violent
word. It means "to cry out against."

Boaz knew that landowners many times were held responsible for the conduct of the men under them.

Have you detected here that Boaz is not just being nice to this girl. There is more going on than just
that. There is too much here that is more than just consideration or coincidence.

She really stands out to him in every way and as we will see later, he has plans for her that is more than
just gleaning in his field.

Ruth has a good reputation and is humble about everything. That is not lost on Boaz and he has a vital
interest in her.

7. Boaz Provides for Ruth 2:17-23
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Boaz not only meets Ruth and protects Ruth but now he also provides for Ruth.

2: Vs. 17 -

So she gleaned in the field until evening, and beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an
ephah of barley - kai cuvéreCev év 1@ aypd £m¢ Eomépag, Kai épaforoev G ovvéreCev, Kal £yeviiOn og
oipi KpOAV -

So she gleaned in the field until evening - Ruth was a hard worker. She worked a full day.

And beat out what she had gleaned - When a small amount of grain was needed, it was threshed out
by means of a stick. So this is what Ruth did.

It was about an ephah of barley - An "ephah" is a little over a half bushel, which is about 25-30
pounds. This would last Ruth and Naomi about 5 days. This was a very generous amount for a day's work.

2: Vs. 18 -

Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. So
she brought out and gave to her what she had kept back after she had been satisfied - Kai fpev kai
gioijhOey gig TRV oMy Kal £1dev 1) Tevlepd ovTiig & cuvédlelev, kal evéykaca Povd Edmkev avTii a
Katémey £E OV éveniioln -

Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned -
Naomi was no doubt surprised at how much grain Ruth brought home in one day and realized that God
through someone was abundantly providing for them.

The normal amount that one got for gleaning was for one day. Ruth's gleaning brought enough for five
days.

So she brought out and gave to her what she had kept back after she had been satisfied -

Kept back - She brought back not only what she had gleaned but also the left-overs from the meal that
Boaz had supplied her. Cf. vs. 14.

2: Vs. 19 -

And her mother-in-law said to her, '""Where have you gleaned today? And where did you work?
Blessed be the one who took notice of you." So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked,
and said, "The man's name with whom I worked today is Boaz - kai ginev avtij 1| evOepd avrijg Iod
ovvéreEac onuepov Kai mod Emoinoag; €in 0 Emyvoig og evAoynuévos. Kai aviyyeihev ‘Pov0 ti| mevlepd
avTijg mod émoinosy, kai simev To Gvopo Tod avopdg ped’ ov émoinca ouepov Boog -

And her mother-in-law said to her, "Where have you gleaned today? - Naomi was so surprised at
how much barley she had gleaned that she asked Ruth where she had gleaned and where had she worked.
"Where in the world could you have worked and got this much barley? This is unheard of."

Blessed be the one who took notice of you -

Blessed - "May he be prospered or favored."

Took notice - Cf. Ruth 2:10. This is the same word here. This is to regard with personal interest.
Boaz had taken notice of Ruth, poor and foreign though she was. Ps. 41:1

2: Vs.20 -

Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not forsaken His
kindness to the living and the dead!" And Naomi said to her, '"This man is a relation of ours, one of
our close relatives - kal gimev Noepsiv 1M vopen ovtijg Edioyntog éoTiv 1® kvpie, 611 0K
évkatéMmey 10 £Agog avTOD pETd TOV [OVTOV Kol peTd TOV TEOWMKOTOYV. Kal gimev avtii Nogpeiv
‘Eyyiler fuiv 0 avip, ¢K TOV ay(1oTevovTov Nuas oty -

Blessed be he of he LORD - This is the same word as vs. 19.

Who has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead -

Kindness - This is the famous word "Hesed" in the OT which means God's unfailing love and
kindness to His people. Ruth 3:10

To the living and the dead - Boaz is taking care of the living (Ruth and Naomi) as well as the dead in
the sense that he is providing for them just as Elimelech and Mahlon would have done if they were living. So
he was honoring the dead as well.
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This man is a relation of ours, one of our close relatives - Literally it says: "This man stands close to
us, he is the one redeeming us."

Naomi immediately recognized that Ruth's going to Boaz's field was no accident.

Close relatives - One standing close, by relationship. It is the Hebrew word goel, "redeemer." From
Ruth 1:1-3 we learned that Boaz was a close relation to Elimelech, Naomi's husband. Literally it says he is
"the one redeeming us." This is the first time "redeem" is used in Ruth but we will see it many times.

Redeem - Hebrew go'el. It means a redeemer, one who can redeem, ransom, release, to fulfill the
duties of relationship. The main idea is that of buying back something. Redemption has many facets:

1. Redemption in regard to the land. When the Israelites returned from Egypt to Israel under Joshua
and it was conquered, the land was divided up into 12 parts for the 12 tribes of Israel. Each family in each
tribe had a particular plot of land in that section.

If he became poor or had several crop failures, he might have to sell off part or all of his land to make
ends meet. This was probably what happened to Elimelech when he left Israel for Moab.

The person who bought the land could only take a 50 year mortgage because every 50 years (the Year
of Jubilee) all the land goes back to the original owner. This law kept the land in the family.

But what happens if he is middle age. He will be dead before 50 years is up and will never get his land
back. If he dies, then it goes back to his son.

Let's suppose he has a rich relative who cares for him. He can come in and pay off the mortgage or
whatever is left until the year of Jubilee and restore it to the owner before the year of Jubilee. All of this is
recorded in Lev. 25:23-28.

2. Redemption in regard to persons. A man may not only have lost his property, but in order to feed
his family, he sells himself into slavery. This too will last only until the Year of Jubilee. But 50 years is a
long time to be in slavery.

Perhaps he has a relative who doesn't like it that his relation is living in slavery and he pays to get him
out before the Year of Jubilee. He can do this and so he buys him out or redeems him. Lev. 25:47-55

3. Redemption in regard to widows. This is the law of Levirate Marriage. We have already discussed
this in regard to Ruth in chapter 1. Deut 25:5-10

4. Redemption in regard to us under grace. Christ acts as our Kinsman-Redeemer. He paid the
ransom and bought us out of the slave market of sin. We were slaves to sin but He paid the price of our
redemption and now we are free to serve Him. Eph. 1:7

This man is a relation of ours - Literally it says, "He is a near-kinsman." Boaz was in the position to
act as a redeemer of Ruth and Naomi, to free them from their situation.

Boaz was a close relation but more than that he was a kinsman who could fulfill the Levirate Law. He
was not a brother to Mahlon, but he was a close relative and could act as a levir (Latin term for brother-in-law)
if he so desired.

As we will see in Ruth 3:12, there was a closer relative than Boaz so there is still an obstacle in the
way. We won't worry about that until we get there.

I detect a note of joy in Naomi's remarks about Boaz. Do you see a change in Naomi's bearing since
1:20-21? Before she is depressed but here there is a spark of life and hope after all.

2: Vs.21-

Ruth the Moabitess said, '""He also said to me, 'You shall stay close by my young men until they
have finished all my harvest - kai ginev ‘Pov0® mpog v mevlepav avtilg Kai ye 611 eimev mpog pé Meta
TOV TO00PiOV pov KOAMONTL E0¢ dv TELECOOLY HLOV TOV AUNTOV OC VTAPYEL pot -

Ruth the Moabitess - The writer is still reminding us of Ruth's background but in spite of it God was
using her and providing for her. Even though she was from Moab, her faith was in the God of Israel.

You stay close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest -

Stay close - This means "to cling to, to stick like glue. Gen. 2:24 Cf. Ruth 2:8 and Ruth 1:14. To
stay in close proximity.

Young men - Cf. Ruth 2:8. "Young women" is used. It is the same root word but here the word is a
more comprehensive gender, meaning both male and female.
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2: Vs.22 -

And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "Iz is good, my daughter, that you go out with his
young women, and that people do not meet you in any other field - kai inev Nogpsgiv npog Povd v
vopenv avTijg Aya0ov, Ouydatnp, 0T Emopevdng petd TOV KOPAGI®OV AVTOD, KOl OVK GTAVTI|GOVTUL GOl &V
aypd ¢Tépo -

Naomi was quite satisfied with this arrangement and told Ruth to do just as Boaz said.

Meet - Literally, "that they do not fall upon you." To "fall upon" a person is to smite and ill-treat
them. This was a reminder of the low morals of people during this time of the judges. Naomi wanted Ruth to
know that not every field would be like Boaz's.

She is basically saying: "If Boaz desires to treat you kindly, do not go elsewhere. Accept his
generosity and remain with his maidens."

2: Vs.23-

So she stayed close by the young women of Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and
wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law - kol wpocekori )0 PovO Toic Kopaciols Boog
GUVAAEYELY G 0D GUVETELEGEY TOV OEPLONOV TV KPLOGY Kol TOV TUP@V. Kol £KAO1oeY peTd Tijg TEVOEPaC
avTiiS -

Ruth followed her mother-in-law's advice and did as Boaz said.

End of barley harvest and wheat harvest - Barley harvest is in March and April and wheat harvest is
in June and July. So she would be working from March-July, about 5 months. See chart, "Calendar of Israel."

She dwelt with her mother-in-law - It is obvious that they got along well. They had come a long
ways together. There was a mutual respect and love between them.

However, there is an element of tension that is felt here. What will happen once the harvests are over?
What will they do then?

Part Two: Ruth's Love is Rewarded 3:1-4:22
I. Ruth's Request of Redemption by Boaz 3:1-18
A. Naomi Seeks Redemption for Ruth 3:1-5

As the events of chapter two have taken place, i.e. Ruth going to work in Boaz's field, his care and
provision for her through not only the barley harvest but also the wheat harvest, Naomi has observed all of
these things and she has concluded that there was more going on that met the eye.

She has seen all of these things and has decided that it is time for her to step in and suggest the next
natural step and realizes that Boaz is also ready for such a step. Ruth had not as yet done anything about this.

3: Vs.1-

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, '""My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that
it may be well with you? - Einev 8¢ avtii Nogpsgiv 1] nevlepa adtijg Ouyatnp, ov pi {nrico cot
avamavew iva €0 yévntai oo -

Shall I not seek security for you? - It is translated here as a question, but the words used suggest
undoubted certainty. She is so sure that what she is about to suggest will undoubtedly come to pass. The idea
is: "It is my duty to seek security for you."

Security - It is actually the word "rest," a peaceful and well-secured life. This word was used in Ruth
1:9 where it signified marriage as a secure condition. It means the same thing here.

What Naomi is saying to Ruth is this: "Shall I not seek marriage for you?" Ruth had no mother in
Judah so Naomi takes her place. In Ruth 1:9 she is saying that security would come by being married in the
land of Moab but here it would be accomplished by being married to Boaz in Judah.

It was customary for Hebrew parents to arrange marriages for their children. She is acting as a
matchmaker. Remember Yenta the Matchmaker in Fiddler on the Roof. It is the same here.

Naomi apparently thought that Boaz was the nearest kinsman, not knowing that there was a nearer one.

That it may be well with you - "It will be good for you, Ruth." "In fact, it will be the best thing that
ever happened to you." Gen. 2:18 Naomi only wanted good for Ruth. Ruth 2:22

3: Vs.2-
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Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is e not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing
barley tonight at the threshing floor - kai viv ovyl Bbog yvapupog Nudv, ov g PETA TAV KOPUGIOV
avToD; 100V aVTOG MKUY TOV drhve TOV KPLO®V TavTN Ti| VOKTI -

Naomi now be - gins to tell Ruth how they will carry this out.

Relative - This is not the word for "redeemer" as in "kinsman-redeemer."

He is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor - The people of Bethlehem took turns using
the threshing floor. This winnowing usually took place between 4 PM till after sunset.

Threshing floor - There are certain things to notice about threshing floors in that day.

1. It was located at the top of a hill so there would be more wind.

2. The soil was packed down to a hard smooth surface and was circular about 50 feet in diameter with
rocks placed around it.

3. In the late afternoon a breeze would come up and would blow until around sundown or even until
midnight.

4. The grain and chaff were all mixed together, having been threshed by oxen or by sledges drawn
over them. This would be thrown up into the air and the chaff would be blown away by the wind and the grain
would fall down onto the threshing floor.

5. As long as the wind blew they would work. Then when the wind died down they would have a
feast.

6. Many people would be there with their children.

7. After the feast the men would sleep around the grain in a circular area with their feet out as spokes
and their heads toward the heaps of grain. This protected the grain from thieves.

3: Vs.3-

Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go down to the
threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking -
oV 8¢ Aovon kol GAeiyn kol meprOoelg TOV LpaTIGNOV 6ov £mi o€, Kai avafnion émt Tov A pn
TvopPLediic T@ avdpi £mg 00 cuvTELéGHL 0DTOV TIETY KOl QayETV -

Naomi begins to explain in great detail what she wants Ruth to do.

Wash yourself - To bathe, clean oneself. The climate was hot and therefore one must be bathed. This
word was used of Bathsheba washing herself when David saw her. II Sam. 11:2

Anoint yourself - This word is always used of anointing the human body after a bath. II Sam. 12:20
(Used of David after his son died). It is also used of Aaron and his sons using mixed anointing oils in their
service in the Tabernacle. Cf. II Cor. 2:14-16

It is also used of the putting on of perfume. Dr. McGee said that the name of this perfume was
"Midnight in Moab."

Put on your best garment - This was a large outer garment to keep warm during the night. Even
though it was hot during the day, the nights were cold. This was also used to keep her identity secret.

Go down to the threshing floor - Bethlehem was on a high hill and the threshing floor was lower than
Bethlehem but was still elevated from the rest of the country.

Do not make yourself known to the man - Don't make yourself known to Boaz in the sense of him
being able to recognize you. You are not to let him know you are there.

Until he has finished eating and drinking - Le. until the feast is over that I mentioned before.
Several of the feasts of Israel had to do with the threshing floor; the feast of firstfruits and the feast of
Pentecost were two. Pentecost concluded the feast of the later grains.

3: Vs.4-

Then it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies; and you shall go
in, uncover his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you what you should do - kai £6tot &v T® koipun0ijvar
aUTOV KOl YVAOG1 TOV TOTOV OOV KONATOL £KET, Kol $AE00T KOl ATOKOAVYELS TO TPOS TOODV CVTOD KOl
Ko 0161, Kol 00ToOg drayyeLel 6ol O TOM|GELS -

When he lies down - To sleep, to protect the grain from thieves.
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You shall notice the place where he lies - This was done so she could find him after dark and get the
right man. To not do so would be disastrous.

You shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down - She was to go after he had lain down and then lift
up the covering of his feet and lie down beside him and pull his garment over her. Edward Hindson
explains: "The term uncover his feet refers to a recognized . . . custom in which the girl would slightly pull
back the edge of the man's robe and then request him to spread the robe (lit., wing) over her. The implication
of this meant that she was proposing marriage to him and asking that she be taken into his family as his wife,
and thus, come under his protection. The Targum recognized this as a claim to espousal. Ezek. 16:8 (The
Lord speaking to Israel); Deut. 22:30"

Some have criticized Ruth for this and Naomi for suggesting it but nothing is immoral about this. It
was bold but not immoral. This was not done in private. There were lots of people around because of the
situation, the feasting and protecting the grain, etc.

He will tell you what you should do - "He," (Boaz) is emphasized. "You will have done your part,
Ruth, now Boaz will take it from there." As we would say "The ball is in his court now." The implication is
clear that Ruth is to do what Boaz asked her to do.

3: Vs.5-

And she said to her, "All that you say to me I will do - girev 8¢ Pov0 npog avtiv Ilavra doa £av
ginng mounjow -

Ruth agreed to do all that Naomi said to her. What exactly is happening here? It all goes back to the
law of levirate marriage. In actuality, Ruth is claiming Boaz as her kinsman-redeemer. There are several
things to consider:

1. Ruth is entitled to and has a right to claim Boaz as her kinsman-redeemer.

2. Ruth must claim him. She must take the initiative. In Deut. 25:5-10 the woman is the one taking
the initiative.

3. Boaz obviously wants to be her kinsman-redeemer. He is interested in her and he has shown that,
ever since he met her in his field.

Facts about the kinsman-redeemer:

1. It involved both person and inheritance. They came as a package deal. You couldn't have one
without the other. As we will see in chapter 4, Boaz redeemed the parcel of land and restored it to Naomi and
also removed all of the obstacles that would permit him to marry Ruth.

2. The redeemer had to be a relative. Lev. 25:48b-49

3. The redeemer had to be able to redeem. The law required the redemption of the property and also
the obligation to raise up seed to the deceased. He was not only to buy back the property but also to take Ruth
as his wife that she might bear children.

4. The kinsman-redeemer had to pay the price in full. Lev. 25:27 The full price was to be paid. Lev.
25:25 Boaz was to redeem the land by his payment to whoever bought it from Elimelech and also to obey the
law of levirate marriage by marrying Ruth.

If he didn't redeem the land it would go back to them at the Year of Jubilee, but this might have been a
long time off, plus Boaz was interested in marrying Ruth now. For this reason, we must understand the Year
of Jubilee.

I. Meaning. It comes from the Hebrew which means the shophar or rams horn trumpet used by the
Jews. It is mentioned in Leviticus 25 and 27. From the blast of this trumpet on the Day of Atonement, the
Year of Jubilee was to begin.

II. Time. After the lapse of seven Sabbaths, 7 x 7 = 49 years, the trumpet was to sound bringing in the
50th year.

III. Observance. It was to become obligatory to the Israelites after they had taken possession of the
land and had cultivated the soil for 49 years. This would have been the 64th year after they came into the land
under Joshua. It took them 7 years to conquer the land and 7 years to distribute it among the tribes.

IV. Laws of Jubilee
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1. Rest for the soil. Lev. 25:11 The principle behind this was that God was the owner of the land

of Israel and the Israelites were only to take care of it. Lev. 25:23 This gift of the land was rooted in the
Abrahamic Covenant. Gen. 15:7

The Israelites were fearful because there would be two successive years of neither planting nor
harvesting his crops. Lev. 25:20 God promised them an abundant harvest in the sixth year which would carry
them over until the harvest of the ninth year comes in. Lev. 25:21-22 The purpose of this was to give the
people rest also. They wouldn't have to sow nor reap.

It is interesting to me that the Lord promised prosperity in the land if they were obedient to Him. They
would have crops and plenty of food. They would be a blessed people.

They would be well taken care of if they would only obey Him. You would think this would be a
simple thing. But we have to remember that the heart is sinful. Isa. 64:6 (The original "Gone With the
Wind.") Jer. 17:9

They disobeyed the Lord and the Lord punished them. Lev. 26:21-24 One of the way they disobeyed
Him was not observing the Sabbath of years. Every 7th year the land was to lie fallow. This was not observed
so the Lord sent them into captivity.

The Lord told them this would happen. Lev. 26:25-33 Then the land had forced rest when they were
out of the land in captivity. Lev. 26:34-35

Jeremiah prophesied this captivity. Jer. 29:10 In II Chron. 36:14-21, not observing the Sabbatic year
was the reason for the captivity.

2. Return of property. All property which had been sold to others was to be returned to its original
owner. This insured that the land would always stay in a certain tribe and even in a certain family.

Here is how it would work:

Let's say the land was worth $500.

$500 divided by 50 = $10 a year.

If he buys the land after 10 years:

10 years x $10 a year = $100

$500 - $100 = $400 to pay.

If he redeems the land after 40 years:

40 x $10 a year = $400

$500 - $400 = $100 to pay.

3. All slaves would be freed. Lev 25:40-41 Anyone who sold himself to another would be freed in
the 50th year.

I hope this helps us to understand a little of the background of what is happening here in Ruth.

One aspect of this was the Law of the Kinsman-Redeemer. The Book of Ruth is the only place in the
Bible where this law is illustrated and therefore it is very important. Property was redeemed, slaves were
redeemed and Ruth was redeemed.

B. Ruth Obeys Naomi 3:6-9

3: Vs.6-

So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law
instructed her - Kai katéfn €ic Tov dAm, kol émoinoev kata wavro 660 EveTeiloto aOTH 1| TEVOEPDL VTS

There is no indication that Ruth argued with Naomi about this but she is obedient to her in all she told
her, down to the minutest detail. The preparation had been made, now the plan had to be carried out.

3: Vs.7-

And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end
of the heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down - kai £payev Boog kai
Nyadoven 1| kapdio ovtod, Kol NAOsy koyunOijvar év pepidr Tig otoPijc: 1 0 NAOev Kpvoi Kol
ATEKAAVYEV TA TPOG TOODV VTOD -

Eaten and drunk - After the feasting was over that was a part of the harvest.
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His heart was cheerful - Literally "good." He was feeling good. He could have been feeling good for
a lot of reasons.

Notice that it doesn't say that he was drunk. We know he wasn't from the way he addresses Ruth and
what he says later.

This is not a verse to use to show it is alright to drink socially. There is many a person who has
thought it was alright and he has become addicted to alcohol. To drink "moderately" or "responsibly" is what
the liquor companies are pushing because they know that once you drink a little, then it is easier to drink more
and more and before you know it, you are an alcoholic.

Before Christians decide whether to drink wine, they should ask themselves the following questions:

1. Am I aware that in the OT, when wine was approved it was unfermented grape juice, and when it
was condemned, it was fermented?

2. Am I aware that "strong drink" in the Bible which corresponds to liquor and wine today was
condemned by God?

3. Am I aware that in NT times wine was mixed with water and therefore not the same as wine today?

4. Am I aware of the serious consequences of drinking wine with its high alcoholic content?

5. Am I aware that my drinking liquor may lead others to sin? Phil. 2:4; Rom. 14:21; I Cor. 10:32

6. Can I drink liquor to the glory of God? I Cor. 10:31

He went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain - He was doing exactly what Naomi said he
would.

She came softly - Quietly. She didn't want to attract attention to herself by making noise.

Uncovered his feet - Some have thought that she uncovered his feet and left them uncovered and that
is why he woke up later on because he was cold and covered herself with his covering. Again, nothing
immoral was done here.

3: Vs. 8-

Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself; and there, a woman
was lying at his feet - £yéveto 0 év T® pecovokTio kai £E€otn 0 avilp Kai étapdyOn, kail idov yovi)
KON TL TPOG TOODV GVTOD -

Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself - For some reason, at
midnight (maybe he smelled her "Midnight in Moab" perfume) Boaz woke up and was startled to find a
woman at his feet.

A woman was lying at his feet - That would startle him! She was "lying at his feet" not for any
immoral purpose but for a purpose that we will see later.

3: Vs.9-

And he said, "Who are you?'" So she answered, "I am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your
maidservant under your wing, for you are a close relative - inev 8¢ Tig €l o0; 1 82 ginev 'Eyo gipn ‘Pov0
1] 500N Gov, kai mepPaleic TO TTEPHYIOY GOV Ml THY d0VANV Gov, HTL dyyeTENG £1 60 -

And he said, "Who are you? - He asks who she was because he wasn't expecting a woman at his feet
in the first place, and also that he didn't recognize her because of the darkness.

I am Ruth, your maidservant - Notice that Ruth responds with humility. This is not the same word
as in Ruth 2:13. There it is a servant who is a member of the family.

We said earlier that these girls were on Boaz's payroll and now we learn that quite possibly they were
members of his own household as servants. This would be another indication of Boaz's wealth. Here it is the
word for "slave."

Take your maidservant under your wing - Ruth gives the reason for her coming. She was taking the
initiative as the law stated. She was asking that Boaz marry her under the conditions of the levirate marriage
arrangement.

Under your wing - Lit. "Spread your garment over me." This signified his acceptance as the kinsman-
redeemer. This is also the custom among the Arabs today.

It is the sign of the acceptance of the marriage proposal. Ezek. 16:8 (Speaking of Israel).
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Ruth had put herself under the wings of Yahweh in Ruth 2:12 and now she wants to be under the
wings of Boaz.

Boaz could now become Ruth's kinsman-redeemer and give her the security of marriage.

I don't imagine that Ruth got much sleep that night. She was probably lying awake wondering if Boaz
would ever wake up and notice her there.

For you are a close relative - Literally, a near kinsman, a redeemer. You are my kinsman-redeemer.
You are the one who can redeem me. Literally it says: "The one redeeming is you."

C. Boaz Desires to Redeem Ruth 3:10-18

Boaz is faced with a decision here. "What am I going to do? Will I marry her or not?" I'm sure he had
asked himself this question many times before now.

I don't think however, that his answer was long in coming. I think he had already decided what he
would do if Ruth ever approached him.

Ruth had to take the initiative in this and Boaz probably wondered if Ruth was ever going to ask him.
Note too that Ruth could have made this a more open proposal.

She could have gone to Boaz before the elders in the gate but Naomi knew that there was a nearer
redeemer and so she thought by going to Boaz, he could handle it in a better way because of his position in the
community.

3: Vs. 10 -

Then he said, ""Blessed are you of the LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more kindness at
the end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich - kai sinev
Béog Evioynuévn ob 1® kupie 0ed, Ovyatep, 6TL 11YAOVVES TO ELEOC GOV TO E6Y0.TOV VAAEP TO TPATOV TO
p) mopevdijvar OTic® veavidv, EiTol TTOY0G EITOL TAOVGLOG -

Then he said - Boaz responds and I think rather quickly. He did not make her think that she had done
a wrong thing here. It was not against the custom of the day.

Blessed are you of the LORD - Boaz sees the hand of the Lord in this. Cf. Ruth 2:20 where Naomi
blesses Boaz.

My daughter - There could have been an age difference. Ruth 2:20

For you have shown more kindness at the end than at the beginning -

Kindness - This is the famous Hebrew word "Hesed" which describes the unfailing lovingkindness of
Jehovah for His people. She was showing the same kindness to Boaz. Ruth 1:8; 2:20a

End - Her proposal to him now.

Beginning - This would be her marriage to Mahlon and her loyalty to Naomi.

In that you did not go after young men, whether rich or poor - This was how she showed kindness
by choosing him over young men. She could have chosen a younger man and married him but she was in love
with Boaz.

Whether poor or rich - Their wealth or lack of it did not even enter into her choice of men.

3: Vs. 11 -

And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for all the people of my
town know that you are a virtuous woman - 1lkai vbv, OVyatep, pi) @oPod: mavra 6ca £av &inng
TOWG® GOL- 010EV YiP TAca VAT AuoD pov &1L yuvi) duvapewng i 60

Do not fear - The imperative with the negative has the idea that she is to stop doing what she was
doing. "Stop fearing!" "It is alright what you have done." Maybe there was something about Ruth that made
Boaz think that Ruth was afraid. I think she really was.

What she had done took courage and I'm sure she was afraid. Boaz encourages her by these words.

I will do for you all that you request - Boaz got the point of all of this. What she requested was that
he be her kinsman-redeemer and that he marry her. He says that he will do what she asks.
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For all the people of my town (Bethlehem) know that you are a virtuous woman - A noble woman,
a woman of a good reputation. Ruth 2:11

So they were a good match. Both of them were virtuous. Pro. 12:4 The classic passage on a virtuous
woman is Proverbs 31:10-31.

The Queen of Sheba's heart was one with Solomon when she came to see him. I Kings 10:2 You
wonder if Solomon might not have had Ruth in mind as he penned Proverbs 31.

People of my town - The word used for "town" is "gate." Lit. it is "all the gate of my people," or "the
whole of the gate of my people. In Ruth 1:19 it says that "all the city" was excited.

The "gate" is talking about the elders who ruled the people. All of the legal matters were taken care of
at the gate.

When we get to chapter 4 we will see how important the gate really was.

What Boaz is saying is that Ruth is recognized by the ruling elders of Israel as being a virtuous woman
which is a kind of official recognition. Boaz saw nothing immoral with Ruth coming to him like this. It was a
virtuous thing to do.

3: Vs.12 -

Now it is true that I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I - kai 671 aAn0dg
ayyleTevg £YM eip Kol y€ £oTv ayotevg Eyyiov vmep Eué -

It is true that I am a close relative - Or a "near kinsman." See Ruth 3:9. Boaz acknowledges that he
is in line to be a redeemer.

However, there is a relative closer than I - There is one problem. There was one nearer than Boaz.
As I said before, Boaz was considered to be only a nephew of Elimelech so evidently this "one nearer" could
have been a brother.

But notice that Boaz had done his homework. He already had investigated to see if there was one
nearer than he was. He was ready the minute Ruth gave him the opportunity.

3: Vs. 13-

Stay this night, and in the morning it shall be zhat if he will perform the duty of a close relative
for you--good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform the duty for you, then I will perform the
duty for you, as the LORD lives! Lie down until morning - avAicOnT1 TNV VOKTO, KOOI £6T0L TO TPOIL GV
AyYLoTEVON G€, Ayo00v, ayoTeviTtm: £av 0¢ pun Povintor ayyletedoai og, ayyotedocm oe £ym, (i)
Kbprog, ov £i Kdprog: koyui0nt £og mpomi -

Boaz gives Ruth further instructions.

Stay this night - He didn’t want her to enter the city in the middle of the night.

If he will perform the duty of a close relative for you -- good; let him do it - Boaz would see the
nearer relative and present it to him. If he will go along with this, i.e. performing the duty of a close relative
(kinsman-redeemer) then this will be good. Boaz is going to do all he can to abide by Ruth's request.

Good - This would not be good for Boaz because he will lose Ruth but good in the sense that the law
would have been satisfied and he would have done his duty. This is an example of the character of Boaz.

Boaz could have married Ruth outright, but if he did, the property would not have been redeemed and
go to Ruth and the offspring would not inherit the property of Elimelech.

But if he does not want to perform the duty for you, then I will perform the duty for you, as the
LORD lives! - "If he does not want to redeem you then I will redeem you as you have requested."

"I'" is emphasized here. "If he won't do it, then / will do it."

Lie down until morning - "Lie down now and rest, Ruth, and I will take care of everything in the
morning."

I'm sure Ruth didn't sleep much more that night because she now had something else to worry about,
the nearer redeemer. What if this person would agree to redeem her, then what? Again, there is another
momentous decision that needs to be made.

In fact, there are many important decisions in the Book of Ruth:

1. The decision for Ruth to accompany Naomi to Bethlehem.

2. The decision to glean in Boaz's field.
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3. The decision to redeem Ruth or not.

Any decision in the wrong direction would be disastrous to the will of God being done as to Christ
coming through David and before that through Ruth and Boaz.

As the Lord lives - "I am going to do all I can, the Lord helping me." Boaz realized that the Lord's
hand must be with him in all he does. There was no doubt as to how Boaz felt the outcome should be.

3: Vs. 14 -

So she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize another. Then he
said, "Do not let it be known that the woman came to the threshing floor - kai ékoy0n npog Tod®OV
avTod E0¢g mpoi- 1| 8¢ avéotn mpd TOD imyvédvar dvopa TOV mANoiov avTod: kai eimev Béog My
Yvootto 6TL A0y yovy ig THY dlhova -

Ruth was obedient to Boaz and did as he said.

Before one could recognize another - Literally the Hebrew says "Before men could recognize his
neighbor." It was at dawn but before it was light enough to recognize another.

Do not let it be known - What Ruth had done was not wrong in itself but there was no reason to take a
chance on their reputations if no one knew she had come there.

He said - l.e. Boaz. Boaz was considerate of her and didn't want her reputation tarnished. He didn't
want people to misunderstand her being there.

Then too, the nearer kinsman could have been present at the threshing floor and Boaz didn't want him
to know so that his prospects would not be jeopardized.

3: Vs. 15 -

Also he said, "Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it." And when she held it, he measured six
ephahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then she went into the city - kai einev avti] ®épe 10 nepilopa
70 £MAVO 60V. KOl EKPATNOEY 00T, KOl EpéTpnoey £ kPLO@V kol Enédnkey én’ avTV: KOl €icijABev €ig
TNV oMYV -

Boaz again speaks and he is always thinking about providing for Ruth.

Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it - The "shawl" was a wide cloak that she wore around her.
She was to hold it out.

He measured six ephahs of barley, and laid it on her - "Six ephahs" is six measures. The word
"ephah: is in italics; it is not in the text. In Ruth 2:17 "ephah" is in the text and it is about .65 of a bushel.

If it was 6 ephahs it would have been almost four bushels of barley, which would have been quite
heavy for someone to carry.

The rabbis have thought it was the "seah" which was 1/3 of an ephah or about 10 pounds. Six ephahs
would be sixty pounds. So we are not told exactly what measure it was. Probably she carried it on her head as
was the custom of the day.

Another reason he gave her this grain was so that if anyone saw her, they would see her carrying grain
and not think anything of it.

Then she went into the city - Ruth leaves and goes back into Bethlehem.

3: Vs. 16 -

So when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, " Is that you, my daughter?" Then she told her
all that the man had done for her — xai Pov0 cicijAOev mpog TV mevlepay ovTic: 1 82 gimev avTh
Ovyotep: Kai gimev adTi| TavTo doa émoincev avTii 6 avip -

Ruth goes immediately to Naomi to tell her how it went.

Is that you my daughter? - It was probably still dark when Ruth returned and at first Naomi did not
know who she was. It didn't take her long to know because she says "my daughter."

Another possibility would be that she probably wasn't expecting her that early. "Is this you already?"

A third possibility which I think is the best would be "How do things stand with you? Are you the
future Mrs. Boaz or not?"

Or it could be: "What have you accomplished?" Did things go as I said they would? What news do
you have for me?"
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She told her all that the man had done for her - Notice Ruth's openness with Naomi. It is not only
here but throughout the book. She never tries to hide anything from Naomi but tells her everything that Boaz
had done for her.

3: Vs. 17 -

And she said, "These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, 'Do not go empty-
handed to your mother-in-law - kai ginev avtij Ta £ TV kp1O®OVY TadTa ESOKEV pot, OTL eimey TPOG pé
Mn) gicéhONG KeVI] TPOG TH|V TEVOEPAY GOV -

Ruth displays Boaz's gift to them with the measures of barley. Again, Boaz was very generous to them
as he had been all along.

By giving them this gift he was saying also that he was going to do as Ruth had requested him. He
was not displeased with her for coming to the threshing floor.

Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law - This provision of barley was not only for Ruth but
also for Naomi. Boaz might have realized that it had been Naomi's idea for Ruth to come.

Naomi also saw from this that Boaz would indeed take care of her in the future as well.

Empty-handed - Remember back in Ruth 1:21 where Naomi said she came home empty. There she
was empty of wealth and children but here she was being provided for by the grain and there was the hope of
an heir if Ruth married Boaz.

3: Vs. 18-

Then she said, "Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man
will not rest until he has concluded the matter this day - 7 8¢ sinmev KaOov, 00yotep, £mg T0d
EmMyvOvol o€ TMOG 0V TECETTAL PTja: 0V Yap pu1 novydcn 6 avip £mg v teréon TO Pijpa cruepov -

Naomi gives Ruth further advice.

Sit still my daughter - "You have done all you can do, you have done your part, now it is up to Boaz
to do the rest. Stay put. Stay home and stay calm. Be patient."

Until you know how the matter will turn out - Literally, "How the matter will fall." This has to do
with the /oz. When they cast the lot, it fell to the ground. That is the figure here. "There is nothing you can do
now to influence it one way or the other."

What we have here is certainty and uncertainty. The certainty is that Ruth will have a husband. The
uncertainty is, will it be Boaz?

I'm sure Ruth and Naomi was apprehensive about the way it would turn out but they had done all they
could. They had to leave it in God's hands working through Boaz.

For the man (Boaz) will not rest until he has concluded the matter this day - Boaz will not rest,
will not relax his efforts:

This day - Boaz is not going to let it drag out. Ruth has given him the ball and he is going to run with
it. He would leave no loose ends.

William MacDonald gives a fitting application for this section of Ruth: "Ruth was a noble woman,
intrinsically worthy of Boaz's kindnesses. But we were unworthy sinners. Yet the Lord spread His covering
over us and took us as we were. He has loaded us with gifts and encouraged us with His promised return to
consummate the marriage. Our salvation is settled, a finished work. But entrance into the full bliss of our
union awaits the Bridegroom's return."

II. Ruth's Reward of Redemption by Boaz 4:1-22
A. Boaz Marries Ruth 4:1-12

The scene now shifts to the city gate of Bethlehem where all legal matters are taken care of. Ruth 3:18
says that Boaz will not rest and chapter 4 shows us how that is carried out. He is to deal with the obstacle of
the nearer-kinsman. Ruth 3:12

4: Vs.1-

Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz
had spoken came by. So Boaz said, '"Come aside, friend, sit down here." So he came aside and sat down
- Kai Béog avépn &mi tijv oAV kal ékaOroey ékel, kol idov 6 ayyieTevTig TapemopedeTo dv simev Béog.
Kol ginmev Tpog avTov Boog Exkhivag kGOioov (e, kpOgie: kai £Eékhvey Kol £kaOioey -
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Boaz went up to the gate - The threshing floor was below the city so Boaz "went up" to the gate.

1. The gate was the place where the courts were held. It was the courthouse. Deut. 16:18

2. Dignitaries were entertained at the gate. Esther 2:19, 21

3. Prophets gave their prophecies many times at the city gates. Amos 5:10

So the gate of the city was probably the most important place in the city. It was the place where
everyone went in or went out. Gen. 19:1 (Lot in the gate).

In Texas, as I'm sure it is the same in Kansas, at the county seat, the courthouse is located in the middle
of the town. That is where the courts are held. In Ruth's day, it was the gate. This is where Boaz goes.

Sat down there - He was permitted to sit down in the gate because he was an important man in the
town, probably an elder himself. He sat down and waited but we are not told how long.

The close relative of whom Boaz had spoken came by - Finally the one man he was waiting for
came by, the one who he wanted to do business with. This shows the providence of God in sending this man
just at this time.

Close relative - Literally, "the kinsman-redeemer." This man was indeed the next in line.

Of whom Boaz had spoken came by - This was the one that Boaz had spoken to Ruth about. Ruth
3:12

Come aside, friend, sit down here - The Hebrew here is very colorful. Instead of giving the man's
name, the text calls him, "so and so." The KJV translates: "Ho, such a one! Turn aside, sit down here." His
anonymity was from a spiritual point of view.

Boaz obviously knew him. He could have also been an elder in the city.

So he came aside and sat down - To transact business. I'm sure the man wondered what in the world
Boaz wanted with him. To sit down was to be in legal assembly.

4: Vs.2-

And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, '"Sit down here." So they sat down - kai
£hapev Boog déka Gvopag amd TOV mpesPutépav Tijg TOAen¢ Kol siney Kobicate e kai ékadioay -

And he took ten men of the elders of the city - This would be the ruling body of the people. Deut.
25:7-10 Notice how many times the elders are mentioned.

Of the elders - Or "among the elders." There were more than 10 elders. For instance, the town of
Succoth had 77 elders. Judges 8:14

So Boaz gathers 10 men together who could transact business and hold court. Normally, for ordinary
business only two or three elders were needed. But for business like transfer of property, matrimony or
divorce, ten witnesses were needed. 1 Kings 21:8

These were all important men. They acted as judges and witnesses of the transaction. For instance, 10
men were required for the legality of a marriage as well as for a quorum.

In later Judaism, ten men were considered a quorum for a synagogue. So these 10 elders were
representative and were obviously enough for a quorum.

Boaz wanted this to be entirely legal. He didn't want any slip-ups. II Cor. 8:21; Rom. 12:17

4: Vs.3-

Then he said to the close relative, '"Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, sold
the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech - ki gingv Béog 1@ ayyietel THv pepida tod
aypo? 1 éoTv ToD AoEAPoD MUAY 10V APerpédey, i) 0é00tar Noepeiv Ti| émotpepovon £€ aypod Mowap -

Boaz now addresses the potential redeemer. This man was really more than a "close relative" but
actually the word is go'el or kinsman-redeemer. He proceeds with great caution. This had to be done just
right, decently and in order.

Surprisingly, he begins with the piece of land, not Ruth. But property redemption was the duty of a
redeemer. Here we are told a fact which we have not known before.

Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, sold the piece of land which belonged to
our brother Elimelech - She evidently sold it after she came back from Moab to alleviate her and Ruth's

poverty.
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Some have translated this as "is selling," implying that Naomi had the land up for sale. But if this was
true, why was there a need for a kinsman-redeemer to be involved because a kinsman-redeemer only bought
back land that had already been sold. Lev. 25:25 (By the way, the same verb and tense is used as here).

Our brother Elimelech - Our relative Elimelech. Evidently Elimelech owned the land but because of
the famine had to leave it and go in search of food in Moab. The land was not productive and therefore it was
of no use to him and his family.

Notice again, that the most important thing on Boaz's mind, Ruth, is not yet even mentioned. He is
presenting the matter of the land first.

4: Vs.4-

And I thought to inform you, saying, 'Buy it back in the presence of the inhabitants and the
elders of my people. If you will redeem iz, redeem iz; but if you will not redeem iz, then tell me, that I
may know; for there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am next after you.' " And he said, "I will
redeem if - KOy® €m0, ATOKAAOW® TO 00 60V Aéymv Krijoon évavriov T@V kadnpévov kai évavtiov TéV
apeoPutépov TOD AoOV pov: €l ayyloTevEls, AyyioTeve: €1 0& un ayyloTevEls, Avayyelhdv poi, Kol
yvdoopa §TL 00K E6Tv TapEE 60D Tod ayyioTedoL, KAy® sipt peTd of. 6 8¢ simev 'Eyd sipn ayypotedom,
Kay® i peta 6f. 6 62 sinev 'Eyd gipn dyyporedoo -

I thought to inform you - Literally, "to uncover your ear." It means to part their hair from over their
ear so they would be sure to hear. "I wanted to make sure you heard it." This was a formal legal
announcement.

Buy it back - This is the root meaning of redemption. Again, if Naomi hadn't sold it yet, how could he
buy it back? The whole purpose of redemption was to buy the land back from the one who bought it and to
restore it to the original owner.

In the presence of the inhabitants and the elders of my people - Evidently there were many
witnesses now that had gathered in addition to the elders. Ruth 4:9a

Everyone was interested in how this was going to come out. Probably they had been wondering all
along if something was happening between Boaz and Ruth.

If you will redeem it, redeem it - Boaz now gets down to the crux of the matter. He is presenting the
man with his option under the law of the kinsman-redeemer.

But if you will not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know - "If you are not going to redeem it,
then let me know."

I am next after you - "I am" is in the emphatic position. The emphasis is on Boaz.

Next after you - "I am standing in the wings to redeem it, if you don't." Remember that there was a
great disgrace if a person did not redeem property or if he did not take his dead brothers or relatives’ wife and
marry her.

But, of course, this man knows nothing of Ruth at this time. I kind of get the idea that Boaz is setting
him up here. Then the man replies:

I will redeem it - Again, "I will" is in the emphatic position. The emphasis is on the man. This
contrasts with Boaz's statement, "I am next after you." He agrees to buy the land back.

Is Boaz surprised by this? The text doesn't say. For all Boaz knew, if the man took the field, he might
also take Ruth. On the kinsman's part, he thinks he has gotten a good deal. With very little money he could
do his duty as a kinsman-redeemer and help his reputation.

4: Vs.5-

Then Boaz said, '""On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it
from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his
inheritance - kai ginev Béog 'Ev fpépa 100 ktijoacOai og 1OV aypov ék xeipdc Noepsiv kai mapa Povo
Tiis Moapeitidoog yovarkog Tod tedvnkoTog, kai avTiv kticacOai og 0€l, Mote dvaoTtijom TO dvopa Tod
1e0vnkoTOC £ TijG KANpOvopiag avTo -

This is the pivotal verse. Boaz drops the bomb shell. He now plays his "trump card." (No pun
intended).
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He in effect says, "If you redeem the land, then you must also marry Ruth, the wife of the dead man
(Elimelech) to insure that her children will be given her inheritance and property.

Ruth the Moabitess - This is in the emphatic position. "From Ruth the Moabitess." Boaz clearly
states that Ruth is a Moabitess which further complicates the situation. He mentions this because of the legal
precision to distinguish her from any other Ruth. Ruth was a fairly common name in that day. Ruth was a
fairly common name in that day.

Wife of the dead - This was another distinguishing legal term for Ruth. After Elimelech died, the
property passed on to Mahlon and now that he was dead, on to Ruth. Strictly speaking, when someone sold
their land because of poverty, etc., the land itself was not sold but only the produce from the land until the
Year of Jubilee. The produce was what made the land valuable.

Buy - This is a legal perfect tense. It was used of legal transactions.

To perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance - The near kinsman was required by
the law to marry the widow of the deceased man and to raise up children by her that they might receive the
inheritance.

It was very important to have an heir living on the family land. The loss of heirs and land amounted to
personal annihilation. To raise the name of the dead was to provide an heir to keep the name of the deceased
in existence on the ancestral property. This would insure that Elimelech's family line survived.

You can see how Boaz is skillfully introducing a monkey wrench in the works, Ruth.

4: Vs.6-

And the close relative said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheritance. You
redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it - kai gimev 6 @yyotevg OV
ouvijoopal ayyleTEDGUL EPOVT®, PN TOTE JPOEip® TNV KANpovopiav pov: GyyiocTELOOV GEOVTA TNV
ayyloteiay pov, 611 00 dvvijcopal ayyLeTEDGOL -

I don't know for sure but I can imagine that you could almost hear a pin drop as everyone was waiting
for the kinsman's reply, especially Boaz.

I cannot redeem it for myself - "I simply cannot afford it." The potential redeemer backs down at
this new information about Ruth.

Lest I ruin my own inheritance - "The financial burden would be too great." You will notice that it
does not say that the man was married. His chief concern was his financial burden, not his marriage.

Wechsler comments: "It is for this reason, his refusal to perform the Mosaic duty of a kinsman-
redeemer and raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance that this man's own name has been forever
omitted from the record of this event in Scripture."

He would have a double financial burden by:

1. Buying the field for Ruth's heir and not his own. He would be buying land that would not go to his
children.

2. He would be providing for Ruth and her family. Again, it would be spending money on what was
not actually his.

Ruin - A very strong word. In the OT it describes warfare, II Chron. 34:11, pests or enemies
devouring crops, Mal. 3:11, or a jealous husband's revenge, Pro. 6:32 (speaking of adultery).

A summary of his financial burden would be:

1. The redemption price would cost money, since the yearly produce of the field would have to be
paid for up to the Year of Jubilee.

2. He would have to buy the property with assets from his estate only to lose it for Ruth's first child.

3. He would have to pay to care for the child.

4. He would have to care for Ruth as well as other children born to her.

5. He would have to care for Naomi.

You redeem my right of redemption for yourself - "I waive my right to redeem the land and marry
Ruth and so you go ahead as the next in line."
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For yourself - This is very emphatic in the Hebrew. "I cannot, you do it!

Notice vs. 4: "I will redeem it," vs. 6, "I cannot redeem it" (Two times). Evidently after thinking it
over, the added responsibility of marrying Ruth was too much. I am sure that a sigh of relief came from Boaz.

4: Vs.7-

Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to
confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave if to the other, and this was a confirmation in
Israel - kai TodT0 T0 dikaiopa Epnpocdey &v 1® Topank £mi Ty dyyroteioy Koi £xi TO avrdriloypa, 100
oTi|60l TAVTO AOYOV: KOl VTEADETO O GVIp TO VAOONUE 0VTOD Kol £0id0v T® mAnciov avTtov T®
ayyeTevovTL TV dyyroteioy adTod: Kai TovTo v paptoprov év Tepani -

Verse 7 is a parenthesis to explain a custom in that day.

In former times - This indicates that Ruth was written after this period of time, at a later date. This
was the custom that was used to show that the transaction was settled legally by the court of law. Deut. 25:9-
10

One man took off his sandal and gave it to the other - When he gave over his sandal, he gave over
the right of redemption to Boaz. This custom arose from the fact that fixed property was agreed upon by
treading upon the soil and so taking off the shoe was a symbol of the transfer of a possession or right of
ownership.

This was a confirmation in Israel - It symbolized Boaz's right to walk on the land as his property.
Deut. 1:35-36; 11:24; Joshua 1:2-3

We would sign a paper or papers but this was the custom in that day. He was saying in essence: "Let
this be a witness, that what was formerly mine is become yours with my consent."

In Deuteronomy the woman was to take off the man's shoe and spit in his face. Here this is not done
because Boaz is the one who is taking over for Ruth, whereas in Deuteronomy, this was not done.

There the brother-in-law refused to take responsibility for the wife but here Boaz does this and so the
spitting is not necessary.

The custom we have here is mentioned in the Nuzu Tablets (Dating from about 1500 B.C.) which are
documents that were discovered southeast of Nineveh that have several customs that were like the ones
mentioned in Genesis. The old owner would lift up his foot from the property and place the new owner's foot
on it which was symbolic of transfer of the land.

4: Vs.8-

Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, '""Buy it for yourself." So he took off his sandal - kai
gingv 6 ayyotevg T® Boog Krijoa ceontd Ty dyypoteioy pov: kol vmerdcoto 10 vmédnpe avtod kai
£0mKeV VT -

Buy it for yourself - The man is turning over all rights of the property to Boaz.

So he took off his sandal - This was to show confirmation of this transaction. Boaz had already told
him in vs. 4 that he would redeem the land and also marry Ruth.

This man now fades from the picture and we never hear from him again. We never knew his name and
he remains anonymous. Not so with Boaz. He goes down in biblical history as the one who preserved Ruth.

You can imagine the joy of Boaz as all he has anticipated all along is now official and legal. It was the
same with Jesus. When He said, "It is finished" there was great joy as He had provided everything for our
redemption. Heb. 12:2

4: Vs.9-

And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses this day that I have bought all
that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, from the hand of Naomi - Kai ginev Boog
70ic mpeoPuTépors Kail mavti T Aad Maptupeg Duelg ofjuepov 0TL KEKTNROL TAVTO TO TOU APepédley Kal
navto 6co Vapyel T® Xehol®v kol T® Maoiov £k xepog Noepely -

There was just one more thing to do that Boaz felt was very important and that was to have the elders,
and all the people act as witnesses to this transaction. That is why he had them all gather in the first place.
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And Boaz said to the elders and all the people - There was evidently quite a crowd who had
gathered to witness all that was happening. This is reminiscent of when Abraham bought the cave of
Machpelah for a burying place from the sons of Heth. Gen. 23:17-18

You are witnesses this day - They were the official witnesses. We are never told they signed
anything or made any proclamation. This took place back when a person's word was all that was required. It
meant something.

Today, if you don't have everything down in writing, there is nothing legally binding. And even if you
do, lawyers and courts reinterpret everything to their own ends and profit.

I have bought - Literally "I have bought back" which is the root meaning of redemption.

Elimelech, Chilion, Mahlon, Naomi - Notice that everyone is included here. The property was
originally Elimelech's and then was passed on to his sons, Mahlon and Chilion at his death and then on to
Naomi at their death. You will see that Orpah is never mentioned because she turned back to Moab.

Boaz was not concerned that he ruin his inheritance as was true of the other kinsman in vs. 6 but he
was enhancing his property because it would be his as he was marrying Ruth also.

4: Vs. 10 -

Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate
the name of the dead through his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among
his brethren and from his position at the gate. You are witnesses this day - kai ye¢ Pov0 v
Moaoapeitiv v yovaike Maolov KEKTpo oVt €ig Yoveike Tod dvaotijoor To dvopa tod Te0vnkoToC
£mi Ti|g KAnpovopiog avtod, kol ovk £EoredpevdnoeTar TO Hvopa ToV TEOVNKOTOG £K TOV AOEAQPDOV CVTOD
Kol €K TijG QUATS AaoD aOTOD: napPTVPES DUELS OYUEPOV -

Moreover - This makes all of this emphatic. It is the personal reason behind all of this.

Ruth the Moabitess - Ruth is not left out, on the contrary, she is the most important to Boaz and she
was what was wanted all along. Ruth was a descendant, not of Abraham but of Lot.

Boaz is not ashamed to call her a Moabitess because she has demonstrated that she is a follower of
Jehovah and has shown it by taking care of Naomi all this time as well as her devotion to Yahweh.

The widow of Mahlon - For what purpose was she a widow and a wife of Boaz?

1. To perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance - This was one intent of the law of
levirate marriage that the name of the dead (Mahlon) might be carried on and that his inheritance might stay in
the family and not pass on to someone else. Boaz also fully expected to have children by Ruth to carry on the
name of the dead.

2. That the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position
at the gate - Mahlon's name was not to be blotted out from the official records of Israel.

His position at the gate - The gate of Bethlehem. In other words, his family would have official
recognition among the people. Again, we see the importance of the gate of the city as the place where official
and legal matters were taken care of. It was the city hall, the place of government and authority. It was the
place where records were kept.

You are witnesses - Again, Boaz swears them in as witnesses the second time. Cf. vs. 9.

This day - Boaz had carried out Naomi's prediction. Ruth 3:18

It is also to be understood that Boaz took responsibility for Naomi. She would be provided for. Ruth
had cared for Naomi and now Boaz will care for them both.

As Boaz's wife, Ruth was now included in the covenant community of Isracl. God was always
concerned that Israel be a light to the Gentiles. In a small way, Ruth represents this desire.

4: Vs. 11 -

And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, ' We are witnesses. The LORD make
the woman who is coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel;
and may you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem - kai gimocav g 6 Aaog oi &v T1) TOAN
Maprtopes. Kal oi TpesPiTepor cimocav Adn Kioprog v yuvaiké cov THv cicmopevopévny gig TOV 01KOV
cov i Paynh kol dg Agiav, ol Gkodépnoay apeotepar Tov oikov tod Topank kol émoinoay dvvauty &v
‘E@pafo- kot £otor dvopa &v BonBiéep -
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We are witnesses - This notarized the transaction. The elders and people agree to be witnesses and to
stand behind and recognize officially and legally all that has gone on.

They also pronounce an official blessing to Boaz and his family:

The LORD make the woman who is coming to your house (Ruth) like Rachel and Leah - These
were the two wives of Jacob from whom the 12 tribes of Israel originated, as well as their handmaids.

Notice that Rachel was mentioned first. She was the woman that Jacob loved and worked for Laban
for 14 years and then Laban deceived him and gave him Leah. She was also barren for many years like Ruth
was in Moab.

Ephrathah - This is the ancient name for Bethlehem. Gen. 35:19 (Ben-oni = "Son of my pain,"
Benjamin = "Son of my right hand")

Bethlehem - This is the name by which it was known to Boaz and Ruth. It is Beth-lehem, "house of
bread." Micah 5:2 The birthplace of Jesus the Messiah, the "bread of life."

This was a three-part blessing from the people:

1. To Ruth. The woman who is coming to your house. Ruth is to be blessed with children as Rachel
and Leah were.

2. To Boaz. May you prosper in Ephrathah. To have valor, worth, nobility. This is the very
prominent Hebrew word Hayil in Ruth. It is used of Boaz in Ruth 2:1, of Ruth in Ruth 3:11 and here again
of Boaz.

"May you continue to be the man of noble character and reputation that you have now." Boaz, by what
he had done here had done nothing to tarnish that image but had really enhanced his standing among the
people.

3. And be famous in Bethlehem. Literally, "be called by name, to shout out the name. Everyone
would know of Boaz. It was a name of respect, honor and he had a conspicuous position among the people.

He already had this, obviously, and it would continue. What they are really saying is "Make to
yourself a well-established name through your marriage with Ruth, by a host of worthy sons who shall make
your name renowned."

We should value our good name. It is worth more than rubies. Once our name is tarnished, it is almost
impossible to get it back. Pro. 22:1; Eccl. 7:1 Their blessing is not finished.

4: Vs. 12 -

May your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring
which the LORD will give you from this young woman - kai yévorto 6 0ik6g cov (g 6 oikog Papeg, OV
#rexey Qapap 1@ Tovda, ¢k 10D oméppatog ov ddaoel KOpiég oo ¢k Tijg mandiokng Tavtng -

May your house be like the house of Perez - Perez is found in Genesis 38. It is interesting that the
people should mention the house of Perez because this was the first recorded instance in the Bible of levirate
marriage.

To summarize, Judah, one of the sons of Jacob marries a Canaanite by the name of Shua. They have a
son, Er. Then they have another son, Onan. Then they have a third son, Shelah.

Judah gets a wife for Er, who is Tamar. Er dies because he is wicked. Judah then has Onan marry
Tamar.

As I said, this is the first instance of levirate marriage. Onan, however, does not consummate the
marriage and this displeases God and He kills him. Judah then asks Tamar to remain a widow until Shelah is
grown but Judah never intended for Shelah to marry Tamar lest he should die also.

Tamar finally realizes this and deceives Judah her father-in-law by acting as a prostitute and entices
Judah. They have two sons, one of them is Perez.

Out of this sordid story in Genesis 38, God used it and Perez became the ancestor of Boaz and
eventually of David and Jesus Christ. Mt. 1:3
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Why did God use such sordid individuals to accomplish His purposes? One reason is that sinful man is
all He has to work with.

Whom Tamar bore to Judah - They mention Tamar because she was a Canaanitess and one outside
of Israel as was Ruth. Perez is mentioned here because of the fact that:

1. The levirate marriage involved Tamar. This was an example of levirate marriage before there was a
law of levirate marriage. That was not until Deuteronomy 25.

2. Perez's descendants had settled in Bethlehem. They were probably included in this group of
witnesses here.

3. Perez was an ancestor of Boaz. Ruth 4:18-21 (Which we will get to a little later).

Because of the offspring which the Lord will give you from this young woman - The marriage to
Ruth was the important thing to the people, not the land. Of course, what greater offspring could there be than
King David who was a great king of Israel in spite of his sin and also of Jesus our Saviour, who had no sin,
who came through Ruth and Boaz.

So, the people didn't realize what they were saying, but what they wished certainly came to pass and
the world has never been the same. Ps. 127:3

Young woman - Again, an age difference is implied between Boaz and Ruth and yet Boaz probably
lived longer with Ruth than Mahlon had done.

I have said before that Boaz is a perfect illustration of Christ as our Kinsman-Redeemer. How is
Christ our Kinsman-Redeemer? For One to be our Kinsman-Redeemer he had to:

1. Be a near kinsman. Boaz qualified because he was of the family of Elimelech. Christ was our near
kinsman because He took upon Himself our humanity. Heb. 2:14-17 Jesus knew what it was to be a man.
Heb. 5:2 He came born of a woman to redeem. Gal. 4:4-5 He suffered, bled and died. He is able to be our
redeemer because He knows us, He knows what we are going through.

Jean Ingelow wrote a poem expressing this:

O, God, O Kinsman loved, but not enough!

O, Man, with eyes majestic after death,

Whose feet have toiled along our pathways rough,
Whose lips drawn human breath!

By that one likeness which is ours and Thine,

By that one nature which doth hold us kin;

By that high heaven where sinless thou dost shine,
To draw us sinners in.

2. Be willing to redeem. As we have seen, Boaz was very willing to redeem because he loved Ruth.
Christ loved us too and was willing to redeem. Rom. 3:24 ("Freely" means without a cause). There was no
cause in us. All we had to offer was filthy rags. Isa. 64:6

Christ was a willing Redeemer. Heb. 12:2 ("Joy" - what willingness!) This was no suicide. Jesus did
it because He was saving someone whom He loved.

Many years ago down in Houston, a boarding house caught on fire and a woman broke through the
lines and went into that burning building and she was burned to death. The newspaper headlines read: "Poor
Wretch Dies: Suicide."

Later the newspaper printed an apology. Do you know why? Because later when the workmen were
digging around in the rubble they found an iron bed and in that bed was a baby, her baby. She gave her life to
save someone she loved. She wasn't a suicide.

3. Be able to redeem. Boaz was very able to redeem. He was well-to-do and was blessed financially
to be able to pay the purchase price of the land and to marry Ruth. Christ also was abundantly able as the Son
of God to redeem us. He had all the attributes of God Himself, deity, and man, humanity; therefore He could
meet our need of redemption. Heb. 7:25.
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He came and gave Himself as the purchase price for our redemption on the cross. Gal. 3:13 He was
raised from the dead, showing God the Father's propitiation (satisfaction) for this payment. I John 2:2
B. Ruth Bears a Son: Obed 4:13-15
This three verses contrasts with chapter one. Some has titled this "A bright color print developed from
its gloomy negative." What a contrast when Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem feeling dejected and
disillusioned to now when all is cheery and joyful.

4: Vs. 13 -

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the LORD gave her
conception, and she bore a son - Kai &Lafev Boog ti)v 'Pov0, kai £dmkev avtiiy Kvprog kimouv, kai
£rekev vioyv -

The Scripture is very succinct and to the point but I believe this was a great wedding and much
rejoicing.

We are not given any of the details but I can surmise that Ruth and Naomi, sitting there at home were
anxiously wondering what was going on. Boaz didn't come and didn't come and they were beginning to
worry.

But before long they saw in the distance someone coming and Boaz comes and tells her what happened
and that all the obstacles were cleared for their marriage. I can only imagine Ruth and Naomi's joy at the news
and at the way the Lord had undertaken for her.

She became his wife - The Scripture just gives the bare facts of the marriage of Boaz and Ruth.

When he went in to her, the Lord gave her conception and she bore a son - The Lord was the one
who enabled her to conceive. Gen. 29:31; Ps. 139:13

Ruth had been barren in Moab the entire time of her marriage to Mahlon. But now the Lord made it
possible for her to conceive.

The Lord indeed controls the conception of children. You will remember that Sarah was barren,
Rachel was barren for a long time and Hannah was barren until the Lord permitted her to conceive.

Of course, another birth would take place in Bethlehem many years later, the birth of the Anointed
One, the Messiah. Gal. 4:4-5

The sojourn in Moab had lasted ten years but here in a short time, Ruth and Naomi had experienced
blessings tht they would have never thought possible.

Naomi had a gloomy outlook for Ruth in chapter one but here this was all turned around. Many times
our outlook on life can be pretty dim but we never know what the Lord has in store for us if we are trusting in
Him.

She bore a son - The Lord was good to them and gave to them a son. In Israel, to have a son was a
blessing beyond all measure. The whole Jewish genealogical system was carried on through the sons because
they wee the ones who carried on the line. To have children was a great blessing in itself but to have a son
was something really special.

4: Vs. 14 -

Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a
close relative; and may his name be famous in Israel! - kol girav ai yovaikeg mpog Noepgiv Evloyntog
Kvprog 6g 00 katéhvoé ool ofjuepov 10V Ay 1otén, Kol Kaiéool 10 dvopd cov &v Topani -

The conclusion of the book contrasts beautifully with its introduction. It began with the famine; it ends
with the fulfillment of all God was going to do. It began with death; it ends with new life, a new beginning. It
begins with deep sorrow; it ends with great joy.

The women said to Naomi - You will remember that it was the women who were surprised to see
Naomi so depressed when she and Ruth returned from Moab.

At the birth of John the Baptist, it was the relatives and neighbors, many of them women, I am sure,
who rejoiced with Elizabeth. Lk. 1:58

Notice that it is Naomi who again takes the center stage. The emphasis shifts back to her again.
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Blessed be the Lord - They realized that it was Yahweh that was behind all of these happenings.

Who has not left you this day without a close relative - They were speaking of Boaz and were
saying that Naomi was really blessed because there was someone left who could act as her near kinsman, her
redeemer.

If she did not have someone like Boaz, then none of this would have happened and they would have
gone on as before.

Has not left you - Naomi, not Ruth. The women realized that if Naomi had not been old and beyond
the childbearing years, she might have been the one at Boaz's feet on the threshing floor.

But Naomi, as well as Ruth benefited from the marriage of Boaz and Ruth because she knew that she
would be taken care of for the rest of her days.

May his name be famous in Israel - In Ruth 4:11 Naomi was to be famous in Israel and now they are
saying that Boaz is to be famous in Israel.

Of course, Obed would also be famous in Israel because he would be the ancestor of the coming
Messiah.  So, Ruth is filled with many blessings and benedictions.

4: Vs. 15 -

And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-
law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him - koi &tor couv &ig
EmoTPEQOVTO Yoy Kol Tod o1lpéyal Ty moildv 6ov, 6T 1] VOpQMN 1] Ayom6acd o€ £TEKEV AUTOV, 1|
£oTv ya0n ool vtEp EmTa ViOVG -

Boaz was to be for Naomi two things through Obed:

1. A restorer of life. This means a movement back to the point of departure. What they were saying
was that through Boaz, Naomi could go back like she was when her husband and two sons were alive and the
prospect that they were to raise families and continue their name in Israel.

Even though Naomi was old and past childbearing years, Boaz was there to start a new family in Israel.
It was a new beginning and really brought joy.

2. A nourisher of your old age. This means to sustain, provide sustenance. In other words, Naomi
would be well taken care of.

In Biblical times the children were expected to care for their aged family members. Boaz would take
care of Naomi in her old age.

For your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him -
Ruth truly loved her mother-in-law and Naomi was truly fortunate to have a daughter-in-law like her.

Is better to you than seven sons - This is a sign of the blessing of God. Seven is the number of
perfection. I Sam. 1:8; 2:5; Job 1:2 Naomi had lost her two sons, but Ruth was worth more than seven sons
to her.

C. Naomi Receives a New Family 4:16

4: Vs. 16 -

Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him - kai £Lapev
Noepeiv 10 mordiov kot £Onkev £ig TOV KOATOV 0VTI|G, KOl £YEvi|ON aOTO &ig TIONVOYV -

Then Naomi took the child - "Took" is the same word as in vs. 13. Boaz took Ruth and Naomi took
Obed.

And laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him - This is a miracle! This is still the case
with many grandparents in that land to this day. She took Obed as her own. She so completely identified with
the family of Boaz and Ruth.

She adopted Obed as her own son. She was so much a part of them that she considered herself as the
mother.

D. Ruth is the Great-Grandmother of David 4:17-22

4: Vs. 17 -

Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "There is a son born to Naomi." And they
called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David - kai ékdreocav avTod ai yeitoveg
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dvopa Aéyovoar Etéy0n viog Tif Noepsiv, kai ékdreoav 10 dvopa avtod ‘QPNd- ovtog martip Iecoai
naTPOS Aaveid -

The neighbor women gave him a name - It is interesting that the neighbor women named him and no
one objects. These neighbor ladies must have been great friends. In fact, from vs. 14 on, the neighbor women
exert a real force in the narrative. This is the only OT example of a baby being named by someone other than
the parents.

There is a son born to Naomi - Notice that it is not a son born to Boaz and Ruth. This was said
probably because Naomi would be recipient of most of the blessings of his birth, at least legally.

Obed - "Obed" means "servant" or "worshipper. He was given this name in reference as to what he
would become to his grandmother.

The name "Obed" is often attached to the names of the God of Israel or of pagan gods. For instance,
"Obadiah," (Servant of Yahweh), "Obed-Edom," (Servant of Edom), "Ebed-nego," (Servant of nego," a
Babylonian god), "Abdullah," (Servant of Allah).

Naomi, the empty one was now full; Naomi, the bitter one was now blessed.

He is the father of Jesse, the father of David - Obed was Jesse's father and Jesse was the father of
King David. Hubbard comments: "Suddenly, the simple, clever human story of two struggling widows takes
on a startling new dimension. It becomes a bright, radiant thread woven into the fabric of Israel's larger
national history."

And then when you figure in the birth of David's greater Son, Ha Mashiach, Yeshua, it really is a
bright and radiant thread, not only for Israel but for the whole world.

So Obed is in the royal line. He is indeed famous along with Boaz. It shows the Lord's providence in
spite of man's sin and man's disobedience. It just emphasizes the fact that God's will, will be accomplished.

4: Vs. 18 -

Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron - Kai abton ai yevéceig ®apeg Papeg
éyévvnoev 1ov ‘Eopav -

We considered Perez in verse 12.

Genealogy - Generations. The families descended from Perez in their genealogical order. Not all
names are listed. It only goes back as far as Perez because he was the son of Judah.

Vss. 18-22 give the genealogy from Perez to David. This genealogy is very important because it is the
only written record we have that links David with the tribe of Judah. Without it we would not know this.

Perez - He was the son of Judah by Tamar. Genesis 38. We looked at this earlier. So Perez was of
the tribe of Judah, thus giving us the link with the tribe of Judah. His descendants were notable in the time of
David. I Chron. 27:23 Then he appears after the Babylonian Captivity. I Chron. 9:4; Neh. 11:4-6

Hezron - He was the older son of Perez. He is mentioned in Gen. 46:12 as being among the sons of
Judah who emigrated with Jacob into Egypt. He is also mentioned in Mt. 1:3.

4: Vs. 19 -

Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab -

Ram - This is the first time "Ram" is mentioned. He is also mentioned in I Chron. 2:9-10. He was probably
born in Egypt because his name does not appear in Genesis 46:12.

He was also mentioned in Matthew 1:3 and LK. 3:33 in the genealogy of Mary. This was after 1875
B.C.

Amminadab - He was the father-in-law of Aaron. Ex. 6:23 He was included in the first numbering of
Israel in the second year of the Exodus. Num. 1:7; 2:3 He is also mentioned in Matthew 1:3 and Luke 3:33,
around 1440 B.C.

4: Vs.20-

Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon - kot Apewodap &yévvnoev 1OV
Noaoooov, kol Noaoo@v £yEvvnoey TOV ZaANAY -

Nahshon - He was a prince of Judah when the people were first numbered in the desert when they
came out of Egypt. Ex. 6:23 His sister Elisheba was wife to Aaron, the high priest.




44

In the encampment in the wilderness in Num. 2:3, the first place is assigned to him as captain of
Judah's host.

Also, in the offering of the princes, Num. 7:12, 17, and in the order of the march. Num. 10:14

We know little of him except that he died in the wilderness. Num. 26:64-65

His name also appears in Mt. 1:4 and Lk. 3:32.

Salmon - Again, we know little of him except that he married Rahab the harlot after the taking of
Jericho. MLt. 1:5 This took place before 1150 B.C.

4: Vs.21-

Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed - kai Xaipav £yévvnoeev Tov Béog, kai Boog éyévvnoey
TOv ' QPNo -

Salmon begot Boaz - Rahab was the mother of Boaz. Mt. 1:5-6 Rahab, of course was a woman of
Jericho, therefore a Gentile.

Although we are never told, there is speculation that Salmon may have been one of the spies that was
sent by Joshua to spy out the land and this was how he met Rahab.

Boaz begot Obed - We have seen Obed in the preceding verses of Ruth.

4: Vs.22 -

Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David - kol ‘Qpné &yévwnoev tov lecoay, kai lecoai
éyévvnoey 10V Aaveid -

Jesse begot David - This, of course, is King David. Jesse was virtually unknown, only in relation to
David.

After David was separated from Saul, the name "Son of Jesse" was used as a demeaning phrase. 1
Sam. 20:30-31; 22:7; 25:10

David - More appropriately "David the King" to distinguish him from just any David.

There are several things for us to learn from this genealogy:

1. This is the only record that records the link between David and the tribe of Judah, i.e. with Perez.

2. The genealogy starts out with many years and many omissions and ends with few years and no
omissions.

For example, there are only four or five generations to the 430 years of the time spent in Egypt. From
Perez to Nahshon. So there were omissions in the narrative.

Then from Nahshon to Boaz, there are only two generations that are given for a space of 250 years.
This would have been from the death of Moses to the time of Gideon.

All of the members between Salmon to Boaz are passed over. From Boaz to Obed, Obed to Jesse and
Jesse to David are complete with no omissions.

3. The whole chain from Perez to David consists of ten links, five of which (Perez to Nahshon) belong
to the 430 years of the sojourn in Egypt and five (from Salmon to David) belong to the 476 years between the
exodus and the death of David.

This symmetrical division is intentional and is for a purpose. Using the number ten as the number of
completeness, it shows that it is a perfect, complete and symmetrical whole.

This can be seen in other genealogies. Mt. 1:17 It was divided up into 14 generations on purpose, not
including everyone.

So when you read the genealogies in the Bible, don't say "Oh, here we have another dry dusty
genealogy" but see that God had a purpose and order in all He records. Genealogies are given "by inspiration
of God" and also are "profitable."

4. The genealogy closes with David and you get the feeling that one of the purposes of the book is to
give the family picture of this great king of Israel. Another reason was probably because it was written in the
time of David and not after this.

One writes: "It was the glory of Ruth to have David, 'the man who was raised on high, the anointed of
the God of Jacob, the sweet singer of Israel,’ mentioned amongst her descendants. The lineage of this good
woman here ends in this greatest and best of kings; this eminent pattern set before all kings that are blessed
with the knowledge of God, for their model." He continues:
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"But it is a far greater glory that we find not only her (i.e. Ruth) husband's name, but her own,
expressly mentioned amongst the ancestors of our Lord. A rich recompense was given her by the Lord God of
Israel, under whose wings she came from the land of Moab to trust. Yet we have no reason to envy her glory
amongst mothers. We are related to Jesus by a more endearing and a closer connection, if we do the will of
His Father. 'He who does the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my mother, and sister, and
brother."

5. Notice the Gentiles in this genealogy. Tamar, mother of Perez, Rahab, wife of Salmon, mother of
Boaz, Ruth the Moabitess, wife of Boaz, mother of Obed. God also used the Gentiles to accomplish His
purposes. God is going to accomplish His purposes in this world, with or without our cooperation. He will
use obedient people of whatever race or nationality. God is sovereign.

6. Ruth was from Moab, and it is not surprising that when David was fleeing from Saul, he took his
mother and father to stay with the king of Moab for safekeeping.

7. All of the members of the genealogy of David are also found in the genealogy of Jesus. Make no
mistake about it. The Bible is the story of Jesus Christ. He is its central theme both in the OT and the NT. He
is revealed as to who He is.

Keil and Delitzsch comment: "This passage is given by Matthew word for word in the genealogy of
Christ, that we may see that this history looks not so much to David as to Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed by
all as the Saviour and Redeemer of the human race, and that we may learn with what wonderful compassion
the Lord raises up the lowly and despised to the greatest glory and majesty."

What are some applications that we can make from the Book of Ruth?

Chapter 1. God is the Sovereign. No matter how dark the circumstances, God in His providence is
working all things after the counsel of His own will.

Chapter 2. God is the Provider. God always provides for us in times of need. He won't necessarily
make us millionaires, but He will provide. Phil. 4:19 Boaz took an interest in Ruth and provided for her.
God will do the same for us.

Chapter 3. God is the Sustainer. God uses us to accomplish His will. God used Naomi's suggestions
and Ruth's agency to accomplish His will. He sustained them in all their plans for Him.

Chapter 4. God is the Redeemer. God worked it out so that Boaz was able to redeem Ruth with all
that that involved. He redeemed us as well through the blood of Christ. Eph. 1:7 He is our Kinsman-
Redeemer. We can only give Him the glory and praise His name!
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